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Mr. I. J. Burns, . 

Director, Bureau of Investigation, ^ '’."W* 5' 
Department 0? Justice. 

SEP ,.5 1323 

My dear Mr, Burns: 


50 15 


I transmit herewith for your consideration a oopy of the report of 
Post Office Inspector Keen dated August 23, 1923, concerning an alleged 
violation of Sectlcn 480 of the Postal Laws and Regulations of 1913, by 
•II Ifartello", Hew York, Haw York. The May 5, 1923 issue of this publi- 
cation contained an objectionable article reflecting on the royal family 
of Italy, A complaint was made by the Italian Embassy through the 
Department of State. It will be noted that Carlc'JTresca, owner and editor 
of the paper, has been arrested, but the United States Attorney's office 
is doubtful whether the article in question constitutes a violation of the 
postal laws. However, Treaca is also engaged in selling obscene books, 
and it was suggested by Special Agent Charles J. Scully of your bureau, 
that his office, if directed to do so, could probably aid in securing evi- 
dence by having Italian operatives or associates of the operatives, send 
orders to Tresca for these obscene books. 


It will be much appreciated if you will kindly have your Hew York 
office instructed to cooperate with the inspector in hi# investigation 
with a view to securing eufficient evidence to obtain a successful prose- 
cution. n 
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Cass or auovs number and subject vac closed on report 
d»V;d tfcj Kth iMOkvit, shewing the arreat and arraignmant 
of Carlo T.v-ja-:*, o^r, publisher and editor of ”11 Uatexio”, 
for ,ho publication of an alleged obscene article In the is- 
r.jo of tft*:- p'vsr o n Uay 5, 1923. As eta ted in tho report on 
the ca^.s '.hi United States Attorney’s office is gravely 
doubtful ^h’tocr tbs objoc tionable article In quo at ion oon- .- 
at Unto a sue., a violation of the obscene statute as to en- 
able no to 30 d ire a conviction, IC Is therefore proposed 
to include fts .i count in the Indio tment the alleged mailing 
by Troscu of certain obr.cena books -shich wore deposited in rcsil 
at station 'V of the !?ew York Po3t Office on the 5th Inst*, 
bearing the return card of "libraria Dal Dartallo'** It is 
fcro ?n that Treaca ot.:is this library, but w» have no proof 
that he jiuilad or caused those boohs to be mailed, and un- 
doubtedly he will deny responsibility for the nailing. 

fiie case is considered one of unusual importance, in- 
asmuch ae ih ' files indioete that the State Pepartmont Id 
interested and Hon. il. J. Donnelly, Acting Solicitor, in- 
dicted oil a recent visit to Kew York in connection with 
the case, that his Offiee ^ras also espeoiall y interested in 
fhe nocccsnful outcome of the prosecution. In vies? of this 
fact the lr.vest igation has been conduotod with the aid and 
advice of the operatives of the Bureau of Investigation, De- 
partment of Justice, this city, which ha* had the movement a 
of Jreaoa under surveillance for sevoral years. Teste rdey 
the oaae vno dicenseed at length with Speoial Agent Charles 
*j, Scully, -ho euggeoted that if hia Ofrioe was dirooted to 
dc so, ho could probably aid In scouring erlAtnoe by having 
Italian operatives or associates of the operatives In distant 
e it Ur, send orders t© Tresoa for these obseene books rfilch 
are on rUe in his library, and would endeavor va have them 
forwarded either by mil or express, the idea being that if 
he fonrarded tl»n by express, the Department of Jhutloe would 
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Intel/ -.-cur* MS lndU-t<n«nt Cor Interstate ahlpraontB of 
Ms o"‘can, letter. 1 inis appears to ns an wcllMt iWtUN 
«ni It i ' th "" -on r?coi3.i8cd#.l that the nattar h» tafcsn up with 
tho »i.artr.*nt of -tuatlca U> ./a thing ton with • trie* 
th 9 raw TcrK Office ina tooted to co-operate lit the iffreatiga 
uon or this o:>ss 1.. snoh »r .r a. m? appsar mint or ad- 
Tianble in interest of • suooetsfttl prevention. 


(D.(l/kj L«.aa 

Post Office Inspector. 
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* * ’ 2ei?tcrter 18, 19£3. 

Ur. >■* J. rrcnnuxi, 
i\ o. tor wi # 

City Hall Elation, 
tfc" -ort: city. 

l?oar hi r; - 

X an enclocins ho re with for your Informa- 
tion copy of ti communication directed to c© by the 
Chief rout tfffioo lnopoctor, ftoahinston, in which ho 
ro i neat a t.\© neuiutance cf your offloo in the ieveeti- 
gstion of tho oooo nguinat CAPITA) dRACCA # editor cf 
”11 t'iirtollo", violation of the Postal Lows, 

It Is desired that your offioa ronder ell 
po..£iblo au^ijtanco to the ^ost Uffico authorltlea 
in the preparation of this case, and the enoloBed 


la t tor ie therefor© ireiioaitteu to you for appropriate 
attention. 
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August 30, 19*3. 


Ur. William J* Burns, 

Director Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 


6 /- >333 " 


Dear Sir: 

I am in receipt of a ecranunication from Post Office 
Inspector 0. A. Ke<m of Bsw York City, reading in part as 
foXIcwai 

**24r. S. H# Wilia m of the Department of Justioe will 
no douht he needed aa a witness and as there are several 
material differences between his translation of the II 
ifertello article and that of the local translator of the 
Sew York office, Hr. Mattuok thinks it will he well to 
get them together prior to trial of the case in order 
that they might agree upon a translation so that their 
testimony would he corroborative rather than conflict- 
ing. 


I would thank you to write roe at your convenience 
and 3 tate what action will he necessary to have Hr. 

Wl liman on hand in Hew York a day or two prior to the 
presentation of the case so that he and one or more of 
the local translators can go over the matter together . * 


Will you kindly advise me what action will he aeoessary 
to have Mr. Wlllaan appear in Hew York for the purpose stated# 
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department of Justice 

bureau of Snbctftigation 

15 Park Row. Uth Floor 

New York, N. Y. 

September 19, 1923. 


TELEPHONE' BARCLAY i1«0 
POST OFFICE BOX Eli 

Ci nr Hall Station 


/ 33 ^ 

50154 


Director, 

Bureau of investigation, 

Department of Justice, Attention: T. F. B. 

Washington, D. C. 

TJ. S. VS. CARLO TRESCA-S^itor "II 
Dear sir: j.fartello"^ violation Postal laws. 


Referring to Bureau letter dated September 18, 1923, 
initialed T. F. B. , and numbered 61-1335, directing that this 
office render ail possible assistance to the post Office authori- 
ties in the preparation of their case against carlo presoa who 
was recently arrested and charged with violating the postal laws, 
you are advised that I am writing the chief post office inspector 
in this city today, informing him that this office will cooperate 
,in every way on this matter. 

It is quite probable that the best assistance that 
can be rendered in this matter would be to have Italian speaking * 
agents located at points outside of new York City, forward letters 
making requests for the obscene books and also for Tresca»s 
catalogs. This, however, in my opinion, should be held in 
abeyance until after a conference is held with the post Office 
Inspectors, and I then will write you more fully on the matter. 


Yours very truly, 
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JBepartment of 

bureau of SJnbcfiftigatum 

15 park Row, 14 th Floor 
New York. N. Y. 

September 2 


TELEPHONE. BARCLAY (ICO 




Director, 

Bureau of investigation, 
Department of justice, 
Washington, d# C. 

Dear sir; 



Attention* 

,-n . 

U. s. VS. CARLO taESCA-Bditor "il Martello". 
Violation postal laws. 


Supplementing my letter of September 19 th, 1923, on 
the above entitled oase, Agent Scully informs me ttf&t this a# M. , in 
oompany with Agents Starr and palmera, he oonferred with post Office 
Inspectors Keen and Webb, and it was again requested by the post 
Office representatives that this office Assist them in their invest! 
gations of Tresca, by arranging it that two or three agents versed 
in the Italian language, engaged outside of New fork state, write to 
"The Library of ll Martello, box 92, station p, New York City 71 , 
requesting that he forward to them at least one of the publications 
advertised in that newspaper, and at the same time ask if presoa 
could furnish them with copies of "L* Arte di Non pare I Figli, ( 

Neo -Mai thus ianismo praotico", (The Art of preventing childbirth, \ 
Practical New Malthusianism," and ’’Verginita e pudore le 
pertubazioni sessuale", (chastity and the Virgin state-sexual , 
Emotions, A study of sexual Morality. Hygene and psychology), i _ 


This matter could be handled in this district, but in 
the event that Tresca upon receipt of a Money order and request for 
one of these obscene publications might decide to forward same by 
express the Government would have no Jurisdiction in the matter, 
whereas should this individual upon reoeipt of an order for a book 
sent him from some point outside of New York state, then decide to 
86 nd the obsoene book by express, he could then be prosecuted under 
Section 245, of the U. 3. C. C. f (importation and transportation of 
obscene books, literature, etc). 


Tresoa's oase is scheduled for a hearing on Tuesday 
next September 25th, However, it la the intention of the agents 
and inspectors interested in this oase, to have the matter postponed 
for at least two weeks, in order that our arrangements might be 
tied out. 


will be most likely necessary for confidential 
ployee fll to testify in this matter, as he Informed Agent Soully 
it on a number of occasions at Tresoa's directions* ho deposited 
the mails oertain obsoene literature. The Post iffioe 
inspectors have in their possession several books which they with- 
drew from the mails and whioh bear the' return addresi of the »H 


\ V- 


,r 


Carlo Trssca. 


September 21 # 1923 . 


>iartello library.” This, together wit testimony, will 
make a prims Facie case, and if the united states Attorney thinks 
well of the evidence the matter will be presented before the Grand 
Jury, so that Treaoa might be indicted prior to the time the 
adjournment will be asked for* 

In the interum, it is respectfully requested that you 
direct two or three Italian speaking agents to write for these 
books, and that the Washington Office of Bureau, furnish them with 
back number copies of n ll Martello", as the current issues do not 
show the names of the obscene publications. It is also requested 
that this offioe be notified by telegraph when the agents forward ! 
the letters, so that if possible it can be determined what method 
Tresca is using to forward the books. 

v. 

It is further suggested that the agents who might be 
detailed to write the letters, be directed to use an address in some 
remote town, otherwise Tresoa might write to them and state that 
they could purchase these books at certain book stores located in 
large oities. 

It may be possible that since Tresca*s arrest by the * 
post office authorities, he will refrain from sending any more / 

obscene literature, but this of course is to be determined later, j 







BH:GA ! 

; September 18, 1913. 


Ur* L. J. Brennan, 

P* 0* Box *41, 

City Hall station, 

Iio;v York City. 

Boar ..ir:- 

I.ocoipt iu ackcowladgdid of your loiter of 

hopterber 11, 1013, requesting that arrangement a be 

nwdo to iv*vo several agents* voraed in the Italian 

Ian ; 'u :,gc , ong‘- r ed outside of the State of Llovf fork, 

write to t?iO Library cf 11 l artollo, requesting that 

thoro bo forwarded to them copies of, 

"I,* Arte di Aon Pure I Pigli, Leo-Uulthuuitu- 
iano rrautico" # (2ho Art of Preventing Child- 
birth, Practical liow Malthusianism), and 
"TSorgintta e Pndore La Portubauioui Sosauale", 
(Chastity and the Virgin State-Sexual Kmotioirn. 

Study of Sexual Morality, Hygiene and 

Psychology )* 

She x'itt^burgh and Bouton offices of the Bu- 


reau have today been directed to comply with this re- 



r 



f 


I 


/lQpl;n rii>or 24, 1923# 


C 0 'J :: 


3r o ruar. 

:avi; .'tow 3;'.lidinj 
K w *>r.. , • i • 

U .dorutooO choo Hut for to-orrow atop 

Aaoortain in.uuii. toLy frot 153 Attorney us witaoca 
hire nuy bo Instructed to bo present stop two 

i{II2 
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©ejpartment oC Sfasttce 

bureau of Snbcgtijjatton 

15 PARK ROW, 14TH FLOOR 

Mew York, N. Y. ^ 

September 24 , 1923.} 


TE-EFHONE. BARCLAY 11(0 
POET OFFICE BOX 241 

Ci nr HAU- station 



Direotor, 

Bureau of investigation, 

Department of Justice, Attention; T. ?• 3. 

Washington, D. C. 

l\ S. VS. CARLO TRSSCA-Sditor »il jjartello". 
Dear sir: Violation postal Daws. 

Referring to my letter of the 21st instant. Agent 

Scully informs me that today he conferred with Assistant United 

States Attorney M&ttuok and post office Inspectors Keen and Webb, 

and arrangements were made whereby the hearing of presoa will be 

postponed until October 9th, during which time efforts will be 

made to have the subject indicted, both for publishing the article 

which appeared in w Il Martello", and reported upon by this office, 

and for the sending of obscene literature through the mails. 



( gepsrtmjewt of gusli*. ' 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 
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f 

HK: OA 


September 28, 1923, 

/ 

Hr. H* B . Sponcer, 

P. 0. Box 907 , 

Pittsburgh , Pa. 

Dear Sir;- 

o 

CiuiLU EHSSCA, editor of II Hurtollo, and 
a notorious radical, iu being prosecuted in Hew York 
for violation of the Postal Laws, the Bow York office 
ro^uejto that in ordor to aooure further evidence to be 
used against 1 rosea at the trial that an attempt be made 
by offices outaide of the State of How York to secure 
certain pamphlets or booklets published by II Martello. 

It will be necessary that this attempt be made by an 
Italian speaking agent or by an agent who oould command 
the service of 6 osne reliable Italian Informant. 

\ he publications desired by the Hrw York office 
are the following:- dc INDEX! 

P L' i^rto di Hon Fare I Pigli, Boo- £ 
Lialthuuianismo Prac^ico'’, {2he Art 
of Preventing Childbirth, Practical 
lew Halt hue 1 anl sm ) , 




"terginitu e Pudore he Pertubaiicni 
cessualo”, (Chastity and the Virgin 
State-Sexual amotions, A study of 
Soxunl Horulity, Hygiene and Psychology). 


In addition thereto. In order to divert or 
allay possible suspicion, it iu suggested that the letter 
ordering the publications above referred to also order 
"I 1 ciducaiione ‘;.eaauale ,, , by 0. Senlaza. 

» 

Attached hereto will be found a oopy of II 
. Hurtello for July 28, 1923 , containing on Page 4 the three 
publications referred to in the foregoing. |It will be 
proper to enclose a money order for the amount of these 




kr.n.l. sponsor i! 


9/L6/13 


publications, addressing tho communication to the library 
of II Unrtello., lor 9*;, Station D, Hew York City. 

It vil 1 probably bo woll to hove tho correspondent 
in forwarding tno order ru tue4 that the booklets bo sent 
to bin ir. a A *lnin envelope in ordor to avert the possibility 
of scrutiny by tho postal cuthorities. 

It is further requested by the Hew York offioe 
that said office be adviced by telegraph at the time order 
for tho above publications is forwarded so that arrangements 
may be nude if possible to determine the method employed by 
I rosea in forwarding those books. A further suggestion ia 
to the of foot that some snail town outside of your city might 
best 1)0 mod, if >ossit>lo, as the address to which those book- 
lets urn to bo directed, otherwise it is believed 1 rosea might 
write to your correspondent stating that the booklets in ques- 
tion might be purchased ut certain book stores located in your 
city. 


Inasmuch ea it is planned to bring IroBca to trial 
ut a vory early duto, your iir.motti&io compliance with the in- 
structions ena suggestions contained in this letter is re- 
quested. 



Very truly yours. 



Direct or. 


hr; cl. 17U40 


HH:QA 


Septonber £Q, 1913. 


Ur. Lrxroiico Cathornon, \ *) J 

P. 0. Box 31B5, .1 I ^ 

Bouton, Mao a* ✓ 

Boor 3ir:- 

C.i'LO 1AB1CA, editor of II Hurt olio, and 
a notorious radical, ia being proaecutod in New York 
for violation of tho Costal Laws, i'he How fork office 
requoaU that in order to aeoure further evidence to be 
used against Yresca at tho trial that an attempt be made 
by offices outside of the State of ilew York to aecure 
certain pnnphlotu or booklets published by II Hartello# 

It will, bo necessary that this attonpt be made by an 
Italian apo.'BJLm.; agent or by an agent who could command 
the a, rvioo c£ soma reliable Italian informant. 

iho publications dedirod by the Bow lark office 
are the folio ’leg:- /' 


RuOOa- 


^ 3lil1 v”X,' Arte dl iion ?ere I Figll, tJoo- 

^ yrh// .'lalthuuianismo Practice”, (i’ho Art 
0 f Preventing childbirth, practical 
^ J ' j how ralthusitinisia)* 

torgiiiita e kudo re Bo kortubasior.i 
;-:.oysuule" B (Chaail$V and the Virgin 
at a te -Sexual -notions, A study of 
. i ; o xual Hot ul It y # Hygiene and Psychology). 

In addition thereto, in order to divert or 
allay possible duspioion, it la auggestod that who letter 
ordering the publi call ons above referred to also order 
Vpiblologiu hell 'Amor o' 1 , by k. Kunteguzza. 

Attached hereto will be found a oopy of 11 
Ltartello for Juno 9, 19£3, containing on Page 4 the three 
"publications referred to in tho foregoing. | It will be 
proper io enclose a money order for the aacuAt of tbead 


9 A 8/^3 


') 
' l 

”r .Lawrence Let iioni.au £ 


publications, addroauing the oocicmnioation to the Library 
of II Uartollo, box 9£, 3tation D, Uow York Cjity. 

It will probably be well to have thd correspondent 
in forwardin'; Vno order request that the booklets be sent 


to hi 
of sc 


i in a plain ©rrcolcpe in order to 
■utiny by the postal nut ho rit iob . 


it is further requested by the Now York office 
that 3aid office bo advised by telegraph ot the tine order 
for the abovo publications la forwarded so that arrangements 
may bo i.iado if poooiblG to determine the method employed by 
Troaca in forwarding those books. h further suggestion is 
to tho affect that sards snail town outside of y ur city might 
boot bo uuou, if possible, as tho address to which these book- 
lets t.xj to be directed, otherwise it is believed iresca night 
write to your correspondent stating that tho booklets in ques- 
tion might be purchased at certain book stores located in your 
city. 


Inasmuch as it is planned to bring Treses to trial at 
a v-..ry early date, your immediate compliance with the in- 
structions and auggostiona contained in this letter i£ re- 

ddcot' a. 





gcpartmmt of gustia 


iRAM RECEIVED- 



Boston, Hass*, October 5, 1923* 


) 3 3 i 


Washington, D. 0* x 

itto stop referring to your letter twenty eighth initialed 
H.N.-Ga stop informant 

Carlo^Iresca Haw York for books desired 


i>1 0 


enclosing money order 


^top letter left 


thi& morning due Hew York this afternoon Hew York wired. * 

Letharman 


12:2 2 P.-l. 

Seed, lild Jar 

Decoded 1;25 Alff 

/ £ 7 Jy£ 
10 DIRECTOR / ' ' - 


,rcH'o 


n . 

V\ a/ * 

ocr-fl !r 


OCT' 9 • »» 'V 

Ht/'/iTiPBD A [NPB? BD 


NOV I 

'A# 


L •• ‘-a* 

, >•»!#?«>’> Am A'-ii 


JOP-JVTD, 


BY File R 115 E* 


Ootober 6 , 19E3. 


Balter C. poster, 3sq* , 
post office Box 451, 
Philadelphia, n a. 

Dear gir ; 


17* 3* V3* CARLO TRE3C Auditor n ll 
Hortello^-Ylolation postal Laws* 


This office is in reoeipt of information from a ’ 
confidential soioroe, to the effeot that carlo presca, who was 
recently arrested in this district charged with violating the 
postal Laws, and is at presont out on $1,000 bail is to be the 
principal speaker at a mooting to bo hold under the auspices 
of the flooial Study Club, at Garriok Hail, 507 south 8th Street, 
Philadelphia, on October 20, 1923, The proceeds of this meeting' 
are to be applied to the expenses of „ the trial of yreeoa* 4 

'X * 

It is suggested that an Italian speaking agent be \ 
detailed to oovor this meeting, a3 it would bo of interest to 
this office to know what transpires at this meeting, with 
particular regard to any statement that Tresca may raako. 



yours very truly, 



ramD J. BREN RAH 




»'\ Instructions re ' Jpec. Agt. in Cng« Lethe ) 


This case originated at 


I 

Bureau 


JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


REPORT MADE AT. 


j OATt: WHEN MADF , PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


Boston, Mass, I 10/5/23- j 10/3,4,5/23 


report made rY: 

Charles M. Hoyt, 


TITLE and character op case 


CASIO 


^Ckhsca 


: Box 92, station 3), : 
: Now York City, : 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


Boston & Haverhill. Mass, 


! / 

r 

Communist Activitie s. 
Boston Case #101/308 


Reference is had to Bureau communication of September 

28,1923, initialed HN:GA, directing this office to secure the services 

of a reliable Italian informant to write Carlo Iresca, enclosing money 

order for the following publications desired by the New York City 

Office of the Bureau: 

’ rt L f Arte di Non Fare I Figli,Neo- 
Malthusianismo practico", (The x Art 
of preventing Childbirth, Practical 
New Malthusianism)* 

,T Verginita e pudore Le Pertubazioni 
Sessuale 1 *, (Chastity and the Virgin 
State-Sexual Emotions, A study of. 

Sexual Morality, Hygiene and psychology). 

In addition thereto, in order to divert or 
allay possible suspicion, it is suggested 
that the letter ordering the publications 
above referred to also order "Fisiologia 
Dell , Amore ,, t by P. Mantegazza." 


£gent secured the services o: 




\*\U'. IT, LI ;>s* 

ic V\ 


IO NOT WHITE I nNshe^ SPACES 

V * L5 I.F'VHi* 


< ~/S 3 P /M9 

IUREAU OF INVESTIGATION / 


writs for the publications desired. 
On the third instant 


.RTMENT OR JUSTICE 






m 



H 

■ 


. CMSvG 


T r > /g /q g. 
JLVJ 


-s- 



wrote in Italian the following letter; ( 

"libreria Del "Martello", 

Box 93, Station D, 

II ew York, II. Y. 

Bear Mr. Pre3ca, 

I am sending yon money order in 
this letter for books advertised in your paper 
n Il Martello 11 . Please send to me the books 
"Pisiologia Dell T Amore", by P. M)antegszza; t? Ver- 
ginita e pudore”, by P. lacoasagne; and "LlArte 
di Non Pare I Pigli, Neo Malthusinismo praotico”. 

When you send them to me please 
enclose them in a plain envelope to my address." 

On the fourth instant 

Postoffice money the amount of $2.25 

covering the cost of books required, for which Agent paid. 

On the fifth instant the letter enclosing money order 
was sent f rom the train leaving at 6:58 A.H and 

upon arrival at Bureau office on the same morning. Agent wired the 
New York office and the Bureau concerning the same. 


/ 


CMH:G 


r- 









) 


c ! 

i 

- 2 - 

1 Mortimer j. Davis for Oc" ober 5-6, 1923* Tr® s o a * 

( . 

| with Mr. Hoeckels, which was ll A. M. of the 6th instant, the Letter 

s had already been removed from the box. 

The Post Office inspectors have instructed officials at 
\ | station "D* f to watch outgoing packages, and endeavor to locate any 

: package being forwarded to the informant at Haverhill, should his order j 
I be filled by Tresca. 

| Arrangements have also been made to search the Post office 

i 

records for tin? deposit of the money order, so that the signature of 
the recipient may be observed. 

It is of course expected that should the informant 
receive the books ordered, this office will be promptly notified. 


i Continued. 





I 


h 1923 


Memorandum for Mr, 


Hoover, 


I submitted to-day to Hr. Donnelly in the Post 
Office Department an article translated from the " Martello ” 
of August 11, 1923, containing a very caustic and at the same 
time obscene attach against the Hew York State Senator, 

Cotillo, which article very likely will be included in the 
general matter for which Tresca will be tried on the indictment 
of to-duy regarding other obscene matter published in previous 
issues -of the ,r Martello ”, 

In connexion with this indictment, I beg to call 
your attention that the case of Tresca was submitted to-day 
to the Grand Jury instead to the Commissioner as was sntici- 
-pated Borne time ago. This transfer excluded the necessity 
of my being present at the hearing. 



Respectfully 
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Instructions from R. .Snencer, Soecial Agent i; barge. 

This case originated at Washington D.C. Journal to be made at originating office _ONi-Y_ 


WHEN MADE | WEWIOD COB WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 


Pittsburgh, Pa . | Oc t . 13 ,193 3 ' 0 ct . 11, 19 33 [ H* J* LEHOH, 

T.TUE AND CHARACTER OP CASE EditOT "II MsT t 0l l0 " Oik dl^Ct iUg h 6&d 

CARLO TRESCA - Library of "II MarteHo", Anarcbistio 

and obscene literature, New York City,N.Y, 
_ Possible- Violation U.S* -Postal --Laws. 


CARLO TRESCA 


AT PITTSBURGH, PA. 


<r« /33T 

Office File No. 377-H. R. 


Reference is made to a communication from the Director of 
this Bureau, initialed K17:GA, addressed to Special Agent in Charge, 
R.B. Spencer, of this office, and dated at Washington D.C., September 
38th, 1933, to the effect that CARLO TRESCA, editor of "II Uartello", 
is being prosecuted in Hew York for violation of the Postal Laws. 

The communication further states that the Hew York office desired that 
offices outside the State of Hew York ascertain whether or not an 
order for certain pamphlets or booklets published by "II Hart e llo" 
would be filled and forwarded through the United States mails. 


Agent secured the assistance of an Italian informant to 


order oertain booklets or pamphlets as advertised in an issue of 

"II MarteHo", the advertisement appearing on page four, issue of 

OCT 

July 28th, 1923. 7 5 79 23 



Bureau-3: New York,N*Y.-3: File-1* 


JERU-2 



H. J.Lenon, 


October 12, 1923 


Page £3. 


"L* Arte di Non Fare I Figli, Neo Ualthusianismo 
Practico" , (The Art of Preventing Childbirth, 

Practical New Malthusianism)* f 

"Verginita e Puaore Le Pertubazioni Seesuale", 

(Chastity and the Virgin State-Sexual Emotions, 

A study of Sexual Morality, Hygiene and Psychology). 

"L* Edncazione Sessuale", b y G.Senizza. 

"Uorfina E.T.Iorfinomani 11 (Delirium Tremens) , Virgilio 
Scaffolini. 

A money order for the 6um necessary was enclosed with the 
order for the publications. The letter was addressed to the Library 
of "II liartello”, Box 92, Station "D", New York City, with a request 
"that the booklets or pamphlets be sent in a plain oover in order to 
avert the scrutiny of postal authorit ies,and others whose curiosity 
might be aroused. 

A name as near to the name of this Agent that would not 
attract suspicion was agreed upon, and Washington, Pa. , a small town 
about thirty miles from Pittsburgh, Pa., was selected as the place to 
order the publications. The order was sent in the name of 
General Delivery, Washington, Pa. 

Agent in Charge, R.B.Spenoer, sent a wire to our New York 
offioe, dated October 3rd,1933, containing the information that the 
fcorder had T?een mailed. 

This' Agent reoelved & oall over the telsihone at my home 
from the Italian operative. Informing me that he ha^xeoeived the 




K . J.Len cn 


October IS, 1523 


Page #3. 


publications ordered and would deliver them to me at the corner of 
Highland Avenue and Perm Avenue, East Liberty, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Agent met the informant at 7:45 P.H., October 10th, 1923, 
and received the package which was wrapped in brown paper, bearing 
a label reading as follows: 


"Notice to Postmaster: 

Please notify remitter in case 
of wrong address. 

Washington, Penn* a. 

Station D.Eox 92 New York,N.Y." 


In ink below the label appears the words: 
Washington, Penn* a* 


To the left of the label a circular stamp in red ink 


"Washington, Pa. , General Delivery, 
October 1C, 1933." 


Just above the Post Office stamps there are one five oent 
stamp and three two cent stamps. 


Agent untied the white string tied about the p&okage, 
opened the* package and found beneath the brown wrapper four pages of 
the "New York Yorld" for Tuesday, October 2nd, 192 3,7 pages 5, 6, U 
\and 12* f 




H.J.Lenon, Oc tober 12,1535 Page H. 

Agent marked on the inside of the brown wrapper the date, 
October I0th,1923, with the initials also marked the news- 

paper wrapper October lCtb,1923, "H.J.L.*. Agent also made a line 
mark on the lower edge of back of each publication and made a dot with 
the point of pencil on the back cover of each publication, which he can 
identify if that becomes necessary. 

The package will be forwarded to our New York office, under- 
separate cover. 

we are not enclosing with this report the money order re- 
-aeipt mentioned above, for the reason that the operative did not have 
it on his person when he delivered the paokage, and, since he is em- 
ployed outside the city of Pittsburgh and does not have a telephone, 
we will be unable to see him in time to enclose the receipt. The re- 
ceipt will be forwarded as soon as reoeived. 

CONTINUED* 





Iitetructions from Ager" in Charge 3re:-n an. (N. Y., File No. R-115-E) 
Case originated at ork. Journal to oe rna^ originating off! 


Oa.,4 n MAnr PERIOD f OR WH :< MADE , REPORT EBY: 


New York City | 10/13/23 10/11/24 


W. R. Palmer a* 


IN RL: CARLO TRRSCA - ITALIAN ANARCHIST. 


At New York: 


At the request of Post Office Inspector Keen, I joined the two 
Italian translators Rotondi and Chinchiglia at the Post Office Buildinfe 
at 33d St. & 8th Ave. , New York, ard remained ttere from one to four 
p.m. , translating articles from obscene books sent by subject through 
the mail. 

Said translations are to be submitted to Asst. U. S. Attorney 
Mat tuck for the drawing up of subject's indictment. 

Continued. 
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* < ij hn . j 50 , not w" ,te *' 


DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 


COPIES OP THIS REPORT PURNI SHED TO: Washington (3) Hew Toxic (1) 

WBP:FJ£ 


CJS-JTD. 

?ile R 115 3 


i 
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Ootober 16, 1983. 



R. B. spencer, ^sq. , 
post Offloe Box 987, 
Pittsburg, pa. 

Dear sir* 


V. 3 . VS. CARLO TO use 4- Ulegad 
Violation section Bll, 0. 3. c. C. 
sending obscene Literature Through Halls. 


Beceipt Is aoknowled gad of a package addressed to 
Icensral delivery, flashington, Pa., whloh package 
costal ns four books printed in the Italian language, believed 
to be of an obscene nature. 




bn-* 


■youro very truly, 



Instructions from R.&* Spencer, Special Agent in jarge. 

THIS CASE 0*101 mated AT Y^SM H<~t on D.C > JOURNAL To BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


OATG WHEN MADE RERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 


Pittsburgh, Pa. IOct. 15,1933 1 Oct. 13, 1923 j H. J. LEKON. 

TITLE ANO CHARACTER OT CASE _ ^ Edl t OX "11 Xfajt SllO' » Mid jdlX 6 Oti Og beSd 

Library of "II Martello", Anarchistic 
Q CARLO THE SC A - and obscene literature, New York City,N.Y. 

Possible Violation U.S. Postal Laws. 


JJ?- 


AT PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Office File No. 377-LI.B. 


T?ith reference to report made by this Agent in this case, 
under date of October 13th, 1933, entitled as above. 

Continuing, above entitled case, wish to advise that the 
booklets, or pamphlets, mentioned in the above referred to report, 
were mailed from this office, October 13th, 1933, addressed to Special 
Agent in Charge, Edward J. Brennan, P.O.Box 241, New York, N.Y. 

Attached to copy of this report being forwarded to the New 
York office is money order receipt $319505, in the sum of $2.70 in 
payment of the publications ordered, and received through the United 
States ’fail. 


"his case is closed at Pittsburgh, Pa. 


QGT 2 6 1921 
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CORIES OR THIS WORT FURNISHED TO: 



Bur4au~3: New York, N.Y. ~3: Filo-l, 






REPORT MADE AT: 


DATE 


/ 



I n. 

I 

| f ACT* UkVElOPflO: 


3, Y3. CAliLO TinsCA- Alleged violation 
Sending obscene Literature Through Mai 


section 2li, U. 3. C.C 
is • r 

• • ; / 3 3 ^ ' 


| Today, at the request of post office inspector Keen, 

I proceeded to the Main post office, whore I was engaged in assisting 
Translator potondi, with translations from an obscene book, said 
translations to be used in connection with the indictment of subject* 
Continued* 





Instructions f 

HIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 11 O ». 


Charge Brennar. . (H • \ )pi' Ho* R-115-E) * J 


Journal to be n at originating office only 


OATG WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH M A 06: REPORT MADE I 


-iEZFORT MADE AT; i UAit wnr-n ^ w., | 

New York City I 10/23/23 j 10/22/23 j ff. B. Palraera. 

TLE AND CHARACTER OF C 4 SE: 

IB RE: CARLO ^TRESCA - ALLEGED VIOLATION SECTION 211, U. sj C. C. - 
SENLING OBSCENE LITERATURE THROUGH THE MAILS'. j 

ACTS DEVELOPED: At Hew York: 1 n l ^ I 

(■ ' / JJJ 

Today, at the request of Post Office Inspector Keen, I pro- 
ceeded to the main Poet Office tohere I was engaged in assisting trans- 
lator Rotondi with translations from an obscene book, said translations 


Continued . 


°CT 29 1923 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 




department of JUSTICE 
ROUTED T©i FILE / ‘ 

J _ A M_ 

Washington (3) New Tort &) 


WRP:FJ£ 


) 


This case originated at 


1 ADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


Phil.ad e lp'nl&.PA. 1 10 flz/ZZ 


10/20/23. 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


U.s. VS. CARLO TiC'SCA - T.ditor 


"IL IIAKTELLO 


FACTS DEVELOPED . 

AT PHIL A I 


: VIOLATION POSTAL 

i Tt LAWS . - • 

t 

"7 73 31 " 


Reference is made to letter received from the Fev; York office of 
3ureau dated October Oth 19E3 - H.Y. Pile R 115 E . , requesting this 

office to hr vo an Italian speaking Agent detailed to cover a meeting 
at Farrici: Hall - 507 So. 8th ot. , Philadelphia, whore the above 
sub i ( 3 c t s supposed to be the speaker. 


Arent from 7 PL to 11 PL covered the meeting and ascertained 
deformation th r . t this was a Lance held under th nuepices of the 
« CIRCOLO SOCIAL" ITALIAFO" of Philadelphia and that the proceeds 
therefrom v:on H be dons ted to defray tne expense of trial of CARLO 
TRKoCA. There v’n? no speech de by anyone at this gathering* 


COFCJj ID ib : 


OCT 29 1923 

i division . 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


J COPIES OF THI* REPORT FURNISHED TO; 

: Z-'M.Z: I; 1-i.iUiA; l-EY 


) 

I 

CJ.W7D. 

5Y rile R 115 -3 


Ootober 25, 1923, j ‘ , 

I Z Z ' 

Lawrence Letherman, :!3q. , 
post Of floe Box 3185, 

Boston, Mass. 

U. S. VS. CARLO TRESCA, Violation section 
Dear sir*. 211, U. S. C. 


Referring to your letter dated October 24, 1923, 
initialed u.J.TC., numbered 101-308, concerning the books written 
for by your informant, I am advised by the post office authorities 
that on October 9th the books requested were placed in the Hails 
r""-pfl n.nd addressed to 

; and due to 

.revioilfi arrange -cents post office inspectors eoSE and webb seized 
this paokage, which contained the obscene books, and have turned 
same over to the united states Attorney. 


It 1 b quite posslbl^Jh^^the post office authorities 
will request the appearance as a witness in this oaso, 

which will probably be tried nou^imeduring the month of December. 


in view of the fact that Trosca is not acquainted 
with the fact that these books have been taken from the mails, I 
do not deem it advisable to have the informant write *re3oa 
regarding the matter. 


bio 





') 

i 

October 27, 1953. 

Memorandum .l Mr. Nathan. 


f 

" Kartell o the anarchist weekly in New York, N . Y. 

is advertising in its issue of October 2Uth a Lecture, 
Concert and Ball to be given at the " Central Opera House " 
205 East 67 the Street, Hew York, N.Y. Sunday, November 11th 
1923. 

Tresca is slated to lecture on the n Martyrs of 
Chicago " f the five anarchists executed in Chicago, Novem- 
-ber 11th 1887 J. 

smw. 
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Instructions receive-.*! om R. 3. Spencer , Special .. “^nt in Charge. 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ' I USlli ilg 1 0 11 J.C • JOURNAL TO MAO? AT ORIGINATING Ol 


! DATE WHEN Made PERIOD for which made | REPORT K’AOE BY: 


Pittsburgh, Pa. Oct. 29 ,1923 . Oct .27 ,1923 


CA3L0 1HSSCA 


H. J. LiCNOXi. 


Allegeld Anarchist 
of Hew York City. 


/jjj' 


AT PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Office Pile Ho. 277-11.5, 


Y/ith reference to previous reports made in this matter. 

Agent received information to the effect that subject had 
addressed a meeting in Youngstown, Ohio, and would be in Kew Kensington 
Pa., bn b unday , October 21st, 1923. 

Agent arranged with a local Italian operative to cover the 
meeting and furiish this office with a report. 

Agent was unable, on account of other duties, to get in 
touch with operative for several days after the meeting, when he was 
informed by the operative that there v/as nothing of importance to re- 
port. Agent requested the operative to send a report telling just what 
did transpire at the meeting, and received the following: 


i 

Jinn: ■ 


COPIES OP THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 


DO NOT WRITE IN THOSE SPACES 


j ~/ 6*7* ' NOV 5 132; 


DEPARTMENT or JUSTICE 


ROUTED TO: Hu 


6 /- & &y£Z? 



H. J.Lenon , October 29th, 1923 P^ge #2, 

"On Sunday , Cotober 21st # I went to Garibaldi Hall , Hew 
Kensington, Pa. At the time I arrived* 1:50 P.U. , there were a few 
people about the place, but by 2:30 there were about 60 fellows in 
the hall. 

The first thing done by the committee in charge was to sell 
some boohs. 'They then received some subscriptions for "II wartello", 
TRESCA 1 S publ i c a t i o n • 

About 3:00 P.1.1. TLAC3CA took the floor. His speech was 
about the same as those given on previous occasions. He attached reli- 
gion, capitalism, the present form of government, and the pascisti 
government of Italy. He spoke against the fascist! more than any other 
organization. He said very little of importance during his talk. 

Ca?.L 0 TRH3CA ’ 3 interest seems to be centered in attacking 
all forms of government that do not coincide with his ideas. There are 
very few people who really take his remarks seriously. The ones who 
take him seriously are the young fellows, but after a while they drop 
him. Industrially, he is not to be feared. 11 


CL033P. 




Instructions rac’d f" , ^gent In Charge Daly. 


This case originated at 


NSW xODJC. 3. Y. 


JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


DATL WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: f REPORT MADE BV; 


PROVTDHNCE, R.I. 10/89/23. 10/27-29/23. WM. M. DUHIG. 


TmJE AND CHARACTER OP CASE; 


CARLO TRESCA, FRANK ‘ BELLAHCA, 

ARTURO GIOYAntTITTI. PETER ALLEGRO, 
ARTURO CALVANI, ETTOHE FRISINA, et al. 


ANTI -4ASCI STI . 
Italian Anarchist 
Activities. 


AT 'PROVIDENCE and BRISTOL, H. I. 


Reference is made to report of the New York 

Office of the 3ureau under date of October 26, 1923, under the title 
of ’’ITALIAN ANARCHIST ACTIVITIES, in which it states than an Anti- 
fascist 'campaign through New England to commence on October 27th 
was under way and that meetings were to be held at Garibaldi Hall, 

14^ Cedar Street; Iacovoni Hall, Charles street, and at Eagles Hall, 

920 Westminster Street, all in this city; and a meeting to be held 
at the Princess Helena Hall, 400 Wood Street, Bristol, R. I.:- 

In company with Agent In Charge Daly proceeded to Garibaldi 
Hall, 145 Cedar Street, this city, on the evening of October 27th. 
Stenographic notes of the speeches delivered at this meeting in the 
Italian language were gathered with the aid of an interpreter, and 
are incorporated in Agent Daly’s report under this title for this date. 

proceeded to Bristol, R. I. on October 29th and interviewed 
the Chief of police. He stated that p _ pot-,™ 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


the hall located at 400 Wood Street, 

y 'bureau oi 

B&atol, is owned and operated by the 

o4i|r of the Sons of Italy in America; wtp ' arm 

1 ? '< ROUTKO TO 

t»t there was no" meeting held there 

REFERENCE! COPIES OF THIS REPORT FU RNISHED TOi 

Bureau 3; New York 2; providence. 


f NOV 5 1923 

' ic '- f - v . hiuv w ,iuc; 

NOV " 1923 


. DIVISION • 
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- 2 - 


1 on the previoxis evening, Saturday, October 27th; ,and that he had no 

| information to the effect that there was to be a meeting there on this 

I t 

| evening. 

! Agent proceeded to the vicinity of 400 1 ood street and 

I 

made discreet inquiry of people in the neighborhood. ?7o information 
1 was obtained as to a meeting on the 27th of October and there was no 
information or indication of any meeting to be held there on the 29th 
of October. This, together with the fact that the hall is owned 

by the Sons of Italy, which organization is opposed to the Anti- 
Faseisti movement, would indicate that there is very little possibility 
of the Anti-Faso isti renting that hall. The Chief advised that he 
would have the hall covered during the evening of October 29th and 
any developments would be reported immediately to this office. 

Y/ith Agent In Charge Daly proceeded to the meeting held at 
the Eagles Hall, 920 restrains ter Street, on the evening of October 
' 29th. Speeches were delivered in both the Italian and English 
• languages, stenographic notes were taken and are incorporated in 

j the report of Agent Daly under date of October 29, 1923. 






J . J. "Daly, Agt. 
Providence, 3. I. 


for 10/27-28/23. 


Hall, as he had information that some trouble might arise at these 
I meetings. Further that if these meetings were not conducted in an 
! orderly manner he would, not allow them to proceed as he intended to 

i 

| be present himself at both meetings. 

Agent and Special Employe Duhig attended the meeting at 
Garibaldi Hall, Cedar Street, on Saturday evening, October 27, 1923. 
The chairman of the meeting was Joseph Tomasselli of Providence. 

Each speech was in the Italian language and following are notes from 
the different speeches gathered with the aid of an interpreter:* 


i:~ ETTORE FRISIHA. "Don’t believe that the Fascist! fought the war 
and don't believe that they are going to run the country. The 
present Fascisti was not in the war, the Fascist! that was in the 
trenches would not do all the crimes to their people that the 
present Fascisti does. The Italian people are paying heavy for what 
the Fascisti have done and for what crimes they have committed. 

The poor peasants have got to suffer t^e burden. Boys 16 and 17 
years old have been misled by Mussolini, The Socialist party 
stands for what the poor people want; we are not like the Fascist! 
and Mussolini throwing down the working men. ;ye have got a 
heart and a conscience. The finances of the Fascisti are embar- 
rassed. Mussolini tells us that the banks are progressing 
finely and that all the debts of the Italian government will be 
paid. The Socialist Party has al?/ays maintained that Mussolini’s 
reconstruction of Italy will amount to nothing. Mussolini has 
got the gift of gab. He states that he is a premier for 100$ 

Italian is a. Before the reconstruction in Italy took place you 
could talk, you could sing, you could do almost anything, but 
everything has been curtailed by Mussolini. You could even voice 
your sentiments against certain laws passed before the reconstr- 
uction, but today you dasn't speak. He is all but a friend of 

( ' the working man. Today there are 60,000 working people in jail. 

> These 60,000 are those who dared to protect their mothers, their 
sisters and their wives from the insults and assaults of the 
^Fascist!. There were about a dozen Fascist! celebrating in a 
^certain town and one of the Fascist! went in a hois# to rape & 
woman and when she screamed out of a window for h$lp the other 
V Fascisti took and fired bullets at her and riddle^ her with lead. 


7 — 11M 
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j "In this country we are respected like brothers. The militia does . 
not come out unless requested today by the Government, but in | 

Italy the Fascisti come out all in their black shirts without any I 
sanction from anybody. We are working men and we come here from t 
Bew York to bring you this message, not for any purpose, but just 
merely to let you know some of the facts of the Fascist i so that j 
i you can question the Italian Ambassador when he comes about the , 

acts of the Fascisti. 

vVe carne here to earn our bread and butter because our Gov- 
ernment does not have enough industries to give us money or bread 
to live by. Now things are still worse over there. Monday the 
Italian Ambassador will come here and he will bring his message 
from Mussolini, If the Italian Government is as such people 
as he represents they are imbeciles. The Italian masters have 
got no right to U3e the Italian laborers in the United States to 
support their government. The ambassador does not represent the 
Italian people. He only represents the Italian Fascisti govern- 
ment. y,'e Italians are not going to forget all the Italians, our 
brothers, our sisters, our relatives, who have been assasinated 
by the black shirts. Can we forget? Vfe cannot forget.” 


2. PETER ALLEGRO. "Whereever we go we are always safe, for we always 
have so many policemen with us at our meetings. The press of 
Providence says that we come here to cause a revolution or to 
cause trouble, but we do not come here to cause any revolution. 

V.'e come here with the facts. The Italian Ambassador has been 
embarrassed. He said those things against us through the press 
so that the police can put us under surveillance. If the Amer- 
ican press takes any stock in what the ambassador says then they 
must be radicals themselves. How many times have they told us 
that we are not Italians because we express ourselves against the 
Fascisti Government. How many people approach us and tell us we 
are not Italians because we talk against the Italian government. 

We are not acting against the Italian people, but against the 
Mussolini form of government. We are always true to Italy, our 
mother country. V.'e cannot forget her. Even though we are working 
on a bench or in an office in this country, we are aga'inst the * 
form of Government existing in Italy only, where hatred prevails. 

;e are always thinking of our music, our literature and our art. 

We adore Italy and its institutions, we do not hiss Italy. 

We hiss the Fascisti form of government. The Fascist! form of 
government is like our blackhand. The people that live in Italy 
i * now have ^cooties so poor have they become. 

’ 1 What will the American people say when theyhe&r of this, 

j ^This ambassador states that he represents the Italian people. If 
.(-fettey only knew the history of what he represents^ they would 
\ throw him out of the country. They wouldn’t e venl give him a 
- concert. The American press tries to let the pepple understand 

1 Vk 
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"that the Ambassador will be hissed if he speaks here tomorrow, I 
Bid you ever go to a theatre and hear a tenor who had a poor 
voice. 7/ell , this Ambassador has the same hind of f a voice and 
he will loch like a discouraged actor if he is questioned on the 
Fascist! government. We respect the institutions tof this country 
but the ambassador lets the press understand that we don't. 

Tomorrow the department of Justice and the police are welcome 
to come over to Eagles Hall and listen to us talk about the 
Fascist! in the American language. The Ambassador is trying to 
organize a Fascisti organization in America to lead our people 
against us. The American government tells us that he represents 
Italy, lead our people against us, - we don't believe that. 

The Ambassador notified the police here that we people were 
coming and he started propaganda in the papers against us and 
tired to let the public understand that we came here to cause 
disorder p but this is not so. political events I don't understand 
I came here to present the facts to the working men. We are calm. 

We will protect our rights. The police if they come, they can 
-.use gattling guns on r.s if they want to, but someone will ta.:o 
our place to tell the truth about the Fascisti. The Italian 
Government comes to represent the government and should not 
spread the propaganda of Fascism. The Ambassador tried to organize 
a Fascisti order in this country but the American Government 
refused to let him. 

We adore Italy it being a big country, but we cannot adore 
it with the present administration when the members of their 
Fascisti govern for their own progress." 


The report oi 


[or the New York uxiice above rexerrea 


to stated that there would be a meeting at 400 Wood Street, Bristol, 

H. I. on Sunday, October 29th. Agent instructed Special Employe Duhig 
to proceed to Bristol and make an investigation along this line. 

The investigation revealed that no meeting was to take place in that 
town at the address named; that the Italians there are strongly in 
favor of the Fascisti Government and would entertain no advocates of 
t^e Anti-Fasadsti. 


} Agent proceeded to Eagles Hall, this city, an Sunday evening, 

(October 29th, and attended the Anti-Fascist! meeting. I Speeches were. 


* — it*. 



'delivered in both the Italian and English languages. The,. Chairman of 
ithe meeting was a Professor Eckstrom of Brown university }of this city, 
who stated that he was an 11 impartial chairman”. Following are excerps 
of the speeches, those in the Italian language being taken with the 
aid of an interpreter 


PH OPES 30H x ECXSTHOM (In English). ”1 am the impartial chairman of 
this meeting. My intention is not to make a speech this evening, 
but at the request of your committee to act as impartial chair- 
man. I shall make ,my remarks from my manuscript so that after 
the meeting there will be no misunderstanding as to what I said. 
That means that I take no sides in any dispute among my good 
friends. My intention is not to make a speech but owing to the 
spark of publicity I wish to say a few words. V/e have met as a 
group of citizens to discuss a public question. It is because 
I am intensely interested in a stable government and law and order 
'End security and. believe in the right of the citizens to meet 
together and talk over their problems. I am interested in this 
meeting only as such a public discussion of the public questions. 
But the political beliefs of those who speak here this evening 
do not concern me. I ara just as ready to listen to their polit- 
ical arguments. I should be just as glad to serve a8 chairman 
for those who are opposed to their opinions. There Is only one 
thing more important than freedom of opinion and discussion, 
the freedom of opinion and discussion of those people who disagree 
with us. It is more important to secure the other fellows right 
than to secure our own. What we most beed is this spirit of 
tolerance and brotherhood between man and man, brotherhood and 
companionship.- T.'out of you differ with me radically. Two 
people could not bo farther aprtt in their beliefs than some of 
the people on this stage and myself. That makes no difference, 

I am glad to be on the platform with them, it is no use to preach 
tolerance if ‘yon do not practice it. 

There has been some talk of this meeting leading to violence 
and disorder. You, my friends, know better than that. If any 
man here has the intention of creating disorder at this meeting 
I ask him to leave the hall now. That goes for the speakers, that 
gbes for the audience. No one leaves. You all promise me good 
Irder. I hold you to that promise. Now my good friends, the 
jolice and the press have nothing to worry about thie disorder. 

have promised. I speak withour irony. The press and the 
police are the best friends of the people here and without them 
public discussions would not be possible. I honor tbfe police. 

I fcm glad to see them here tonight, they know their dirty and I . 
akk them to do it. w 
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ELIZAB3TH GURLEY FLYNfl fin English). "We have come here tonight 
for the purpose of discussing with the American workers and 
those workers of Italian birth who live in America) the question 
of the Pasoisti movement in America, It attempts} to get a 
footing here , and I ask why it is, and why we don’t fight it* 

You can Judge a movement pretty well by its friends, by those 
interested in it. and one of the first Americans to come back 
from Italy singing the nraise of the Pascisti movement was Judge 
Elbert H. Gary, President of the American Steel Corporation, 

This is what they are trying to plant in this country. The 
Pascisti is the last bulwark of the middle class. It is the 
attenrot on the part of the middle class to protect itself against 
the large capital on one side and the ever increasing demands of 
labor on the other hand. Labor is making demands, here and every- 
where. It feels that it is a right. Labor gave during the war 
not only its flesh and blood, but its strength and everything, 
and after the war was over promises had been made to the working 
class of the world, - better wages, working conditions, more 
-'democracy and it was only natural that the working class of any 
country in the world should make some sort of demand with these 
promises not made good. Instead International Fascism is now 
growing all over the world prompted by International Capitalism. 

This meeting is for the purpose of putting the hand of 
fellowship out to the English speaking workingmen in the hand of 
the Italian s^eakin^ worker to ss, v lT v?s are o^^osed to the spirit 
of Fascism in^this country or anywhere in the^world”. we will 
not tolerate war while we can help it. If the Italians had one 
fair chance at a fair election the Fasoisti would go into the 
political ash heap.” 




FRAin: BELLAITCA (In Italian). ”The Sons of Italy are supposed 
to be friends of the working man. We want to make a family of 

v v. ~ ~ ~ 1 4 -P+ -«-r> +->>£> 4n+r« fro o r} / 

wio iTUi a. J- j net 1 1 w.j/ ^ ■»- um *«.w ~ 

is no friend of the working man, he uses guns and castor oil, 
there is no freedom, he does not use reason.” Ha then attacked 
the Supreme Venerable Sons of Italy calling them traitors to 
his country. He then flayed the press, saying that D'Sylvestre 
influenced the press. Appealed to the Italians to vindicate 
the crimes of the Fasoisti , the deaths and sufferings of their 
fellowcountrymen. 


ARTURO (fALVANI (In Italian). Criticised the hospitality shown 
to the Sons of Italy and sarcastically Joined in welcoming them, 
yiayed the police and the press and remarked that he hoped that 
the police and press would now be satisfied tbatHhey did not 
eoma to cause disorder. Criticized the meeting fonight where 
Italy was praised several times by speakers for being under the 
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"rule of the Fascisti. Said that Fascism stands for oppression; 
that Mussolini was crazy, but not as crazy as we thought, he is 
simply money mad. Italy is starving, the people must leave the 
country and come here, D’Sylvestre bitterly assailed, said he 
was an ex-Socialist , but told the people not to resort to 
/violence when they hear the delegates speak Fascism. Referred 
i to Sacco and Vansetti as martyrs. " 


5. CARLO TRESCA (In Italian). Said he was here because he was 
’Soring Italy*. Said that T)*Sylvestre was a clown and an 
assasin. Said that he had love and hate for Italy - love for 
Italy as it was, and hate for Italy as it is. Said that the 
crooks of Italy moved to America and D’Sylvestre is their 
leader. He is a brigand of Philadelphia. Said that he, Tresca. 
want to jail for three months in Philadelphia and was proud 
of it. Glad that he suffered for a good cause. Some day there 
will be a social revolution, the rich people will be no more, 

"no more poor people, everyone will beequal, and then what will 
become of T) * Sylvestre . Said that D’Sylvestre is using the Sons 
. of Italy to plant Fascism in America. Had D’Sylvestre remained 
true to his ideals as I did he would have been in jail with me 
but he climbed up the social ladder. Said he respects the law 
when he feels like it. He said that D’Sylvestre is a boot- 
legger, soils booze, is getting rich by selling poison to the 
people, and usee the order of Sons of Italy to further his 
interest financially in his Philadelphia bank. Dirty follower 
of Mussolini hasn’t the courage to go out and admit he is a Fascist 


6. ARTURO GIOVAir.IITTI (In English). "I agree with the expression 
of the chair that we are here to discuss only the subject and 
that is the suppression of Fascism in America. But if we must 
prevent something we must use some prophylactic treatment and in 
order to know what kind of disease it is wo must first diagnose 
it and one of the first parts of the diagnosis is to find out 
where it originated and to study its history in its native 
habitation. If there were no Fascist! in Italy there would be 
none in the United states today. International relations are of 
the most importance, and we should discuss what kind of horrible, 
diabolical disease is now in Italy. It will not be a crime of 
^ lese majeste to say that if the thinking people knew what was 

i taking place today in Italy I venture to say that the Italian 

I Ambassador who misrepresents the Italian people would be given 

I his credentials and sent back. Most of you read the ’’News” 

l^-iAast night. (A Providence paper • He then explained how the Hews 
' V s published an' article that would make the people think that a band 
of anarchists were ooming to town and after they|got through 
here with murder, arson and what not, the City olf providence would 
look like Tofcio and Yok&hama after the earthquake.) 
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He said that there- was a mistaken impression that he precipitated 
the riot here in 1913 or 1914, but that he never started any riot. 
T am honest and sincere and respectable enough to tell you that 
I am a radical and I would convert everyone here including the 
police. I am a plain radical citizen and must take Advantage of 
youx patience. " do then said that he was a member of the Sons 
of Italy in America, one of the Supreme delegates, and showed his 
j badge. Said that he would do everything in his power to repudiate 
| 1 } f Syl vestry on the convention floor. He said that D'Sylvestre 

'was once a Socialist but became a Fascist and is now the repre- 
sentative of the Fascisti Government in America; that he was 
anointed nersonallv by Mussolini as the Supreme Hepresentative 
of ^ the Fascist! of America and that when he accepted this position 
he violated his oath to bear allegiance to the American flag. 

He said that he will charme VSylvestre with this on the conven- 
tion floor, lie credited Hus sol Ini with saying that there must 
always be people who rule others and not even a thousand years 
from now, no, not after the last spark of the sun is extinguished 
never will come the day of liberty when you will be free men and 
wo me n • 

He finished by saying: "Get together and stand together - 
by united efforts the day will come when this pestilence out of 
hell will be wiped off the face of the earth to make way for the 
advancing rule of the proletariat". 

Attached to the copy of this report to the bureau is a 
clipping from the "providence Hews" of this city, issue of October 
29th, 1923, relating the expulsion of AETZBO GIOVANtfITTI and 
LUIGI AUTCUINI from the convention of the Sons of Italy in America, 
held at the Biltmore Hotel in this city, for their remarks on the 
floor of said convention. 
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**Th<*} at irrupted to cot me tn lend j 
ray name to their enterprise some I 
time ago by telling me that they were I 
holding a 'meeting to advocate world 
peace," he said, "and I feel they had 
misled the public as to the attitude 
of members of the faculty at Brown. 

"They advertised in handbills that 
Professor Eckstrom was to preside at 
their meeting. Mr. Eckstrom is not 
& professor, but an instructor, and || 
he made It clear at the meeting that 
he was presiding as an impartial j 
judge and not as an advocate of their jg 
doctrlnen. 1 

"They also advertised that Profes 
aor paMil.Bianchar.d_qf Browa_was. a 
speaker.. v. .There is no .Professor 
Blanchard, at Browns but ;last /ear's 
_cai o.i,qg.n A contajai the ns a e *ot 4, Paul 


■ 


, n i iijLu-uctor. 

"I nut devoted to ilm iHi-ftl of no |] 
si ill, led | 

authority, and j can cio nolh | ng bui N 
condemn the activities of those who 
have long been Identified with move- 
ments against such government. The 

S??**?. Ital r,. l v i loyal of* 

der that will he unmarred by the 
. vicious actions of these groups who 
are endeavoring to foment dissension 
and disorder. 

President Faunce today wrote the 
following letter concerning the an^ 
nouncements made by- the anti-Fns. 
Clatl that a Professor Paul Blanchard H 

balf Br(>Wn ^ oakln * ln thoir bo I 
. "I notice a report that * 'Professor I 
. Paul Blenohard’ of Brown .University 
is to speak aom«wl*r*jin Providence. 


• InfprxaadJ.'i 
.■^nhme yoli'3 
-our faculty 
nianrhnrd* |C 
teacher or aa 
Severs l hoi 


HTieM Connect 0(1 w-Kh 
do not know who 'Paul 
be certainly is not a 
dent at Brown.” 
red people assembled 


in the Eagles' Auditorium last nlghL 


1 ! 




PJfOF. ti.4RT.t.>'0 r Win HU 


^_^__^-^s-Trrtnr~Wder charge-* . 

:i Kinder the lawa of the order, which 
charges have been referred to a spe- 
cial committee for investigation, 
hearing and determination. At the j-j***** — 
Conclusion oT these deliberations the -• 

supreme council and grand venera- r-7_ Vit 
bias unanimously approved a vote ot b TV-' 
conflrlei-ee, solidarity and admiration 
for the uncompromising attitude ot r ' 

»he supreme veneraible In executing 

the low 3 or the order, in resolutely 

presenting the necessity of purging 

the order or this undesirable and un- 

American element. This resolution 

has been paused in order to vindicate 

nno reaffirm in solemn and tangible 

form the Ideals of our institution, t 

consisting' or Jove and loyal affec- 

Hoi. to our , adopted • country and ■<, ■ 

-pride in our land of origin. 

Prloce Don GeJasio GaetanJ, Italian . 

Ambassador to tbe United States and jtmm* 
the honored guest of ibe convention, 
sirrlvnl from New York shortly after 
2 o'clock this afternoon. He was wel" 1 
corned at the railroad station by 
cheering hundred* of the Sons of 
Italy and by a guard of honor made 
up of officers ol the order. A large 
number of policemen were on hand 
to preserve order and to guard the ^ 
prince from possible annoyance plan- i •'-'•y 
ned by the radical leaders who came 
to Providence to interfere with the 
orderly conduct of the great conven- | ’ ' 






Chitinniiii of publicity com mil tee, tion. 
ami activo In makjng arrange me uls Attempts -’of anarchists and antl- 
for the convent inn. (Continued on Tage 6) 
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. iu.LiiOKL Liln.ttiS I’UKUtU III 

•' KISS THE 1 AMER1C; *1 FLAG AT 
: CONVENTION OF SONS OF ITALY 

il 

i Delegates Seize Arturo Giovanetti and Luig^i Antonini. and L 
Compel Them to Do Homage to National Emblem. 

— Firpeljed fmjm Sessions and Forced to Face Charges P" 


s J Arturo Gioraiiclii and T.ulsrl Anio* 

' j Mini, tun radical delegates to the S«- 
’ [prnno A'nn vr nl ion of the Order of the 
f. Sons of Italy in America, were forced 
to hies the American flag on the con- 
i ration floor hi the 15th floor of the 

rrovidoiice Hi It more Hotel this morn- 
iiiCt in the opening session of the J 
1 convention. Enter the .Supreme Coun- 
. oil anil Grand Tenerablcs excluded 
them from nil further sessions and 
preferred charge* against them, \ 

This ocilon came during a debate 
on a re so I lit ion, later passed, to ex*| 

^ i tend the greeting* of the convention 
to rrosfflciit t'oolidgr. 
i The two delegates, ©no -of^wkvun 
Iwd spoken at an anarchist meeting 
B ’*»t night hi Eagles' Hall, raised ob- 
- jeefions to the adoption of the reso- 
lution. 

Summary action then was taken by 
a group of delegates, on© of whom, 
grabbing the flag, held it while the 
i ln<1 offending delegate* went brought PRINCE DON GELASIO GAETANI 
j forward and forced to touch their Italian Ambassador to the United 
r Ups to It. States, Who Is the Honored Guest 

— of the Sons of Italy Today. 

I The disturbance came when th* , , . ... 

| <wo men objected to the convention no further sessions today, since th-s 



fending of II dal greetings to Presi- 


im> fncred Ihem to touch their V ' MI ° wint belnu 
r» ihi* SI. nr. and Stripes. Then rcsenU live nf M 
*pre escorted to the door of the After nearly a 


I into a two-hour executive session at 
, headquarters on the floor below.; 


When they emerged from the dis- erable DiSilveslro. 








. .1 o_ meet _Prin.ce I 


I dr nt Coolidge. The delegatee 1 1s- Gaetana at 2 ; 4 5 o'clock. . . " ' 

( <«;ied to them as long as they cOyld , Giovanetti, at the radical meeting 
i “land the tirade and then one dele- last -night, - had said' that he would 
j Rate grasping the flag, held it - In* *<>’ Into the meeting today to charge 
j front nr thr f while’ Other" Supremo , Venerably .Giovanni DiSu- 


Hi bi:hm tii« Xmerhiiii rep- 

t* of Mu&usoli'.il. 

nearly a two-hour confcr- 


! convention hail and the *8ii-preme ence at th * headquarters on the 
j Council and Grand VenerabJes went floor, the Supreme Council and 


Grand Venerable* issued the follow- 
ing statement through Supreme Ven- 


nisslon of the Incident, a long state- 


The Supreme Council and Grand 


nw’tit issued through Supireme Verier- Venerables of all the states In ae- 
nb e Giovanni DiSilvcstro announced *®mbly this morning after deliberat- 
• iic summary action of the fitiprejn© in * the unpatriotic utterances and 
and said that a resolution ? onduct of Arturo Olovanetfi and 
has rri at the executive session on- Antonini, resolved to suspend 

d>rried the altitude of ihe Supreme them Immediately as aupreme dele- __ 

V. r.rrable in pointing out the neees- £ atcs Ao the convention'©/ Ithe Sons 
*‘.:y of "purging, the order of thL* °* Ital 7 fn America iadto exclude feT 
undesirable and un-American ale- them for the above isli'reASons from rw * - • 

ment.” attendance *t a| meeting* of thla t ■■■■«»■ 

So long did the deliberations re- convocation; i gHMMW 

qulrc, however, that at 1 o’clock it "Meanwhile til supreme council • 
was announced that there would be M1 * £ rafld TeneraVeshgy^^afyd^flr 


tendance a| meetlpg* of thla f 
nvocation. ' f • t )■ 

“Meanwhile' thi supreme council • 
d grand veneraVeehaVe 




©epartmcni of ^usttu 

JGureau of Unbctfttaation 

15 Park Row, 14 th Floor 
New York. N. Y. 


TELEPHONE. BARCLAY 8180 


November 1st, 1923. 


Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, Ke: U.S. vs Carlo Tresca _ “ 

Der arti;.e nt of Justice, Violation bee. 211, U.3.C.C* 

.Vaahinpton.lj.G. Forwarding Obscene Literature 

Through the U.S. kails. H.Y: 
File Ho. K-115-S. 


Dear Sir : 


This is to advise that Carlo i'resca was arraigned 


before Federal Judge lino x in this district toda^y and entered 
a plea of not guilty to the indictment returned against him. 



r 


i 

i 

i 


L. i?. "vonoor, 
l-.O. Bor. 967, 
Pitt '-bur (T, *n* 

Dear -?ir : 


( 

November 6 th, 1923* 

( 5 

Uc: U.-j. vs Carlo Tresca, Violation 
oration £11, U.'’,C.C# Forwarding Obscene 
Literature Through tho U.w. ’alio* IKY. 
Fil. Ho. K- 115- L. 


Loferrirr to recent reports of Agent U.J. Lennon of 


your ntflicc co'.oorriiny the'ubuve entitled investigation, you 


o r e , -rlvi&eu tlw t IK cau© of Carlo i’resca iu scheduled for trial 
on Hoveiaber ITtr. • 


Assistant V.3. Attorney I'nttuck advisee that it will 
be necesurry to have the Italian informal who sent the money 
or a oi for Ihc ob: oenu books here r.* p witness to testify on that 
date, ti »?refore # it ir. ro^ \x otfuily requested that this office 
bo fitrnia h'fu with tho nine of this individual go that a subpoena 
night bo i&unod and forwarded tt the earliest practicable time. 

It nay he noooaerry to el do have Agent Lennon here, 
but I will advice you further on this within the next few days* 
Very truly yours. 




I 
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I0T. 9, 1923. 

ri 

Hr. s- B« Spehoer, ‘ . 

p. o* Box 957, HQ: V* 3* 73. Carlo Treaoa - Vio- 

Pittsburgh, Pa. i at ion 3eo. «U # U. S* 0. C., for- 

warding obaoene literature Through 
pear sirj the United 3 tatos galls* 

I am in receipt of your telegram and Utter 
dated November 7th« 

It 1 3 no tod in the letter that you advise that 
unfortunately yorr inforn^wt la not available as a witness in 

thi3 case. 


U. 3* £t«i;*'3y Hattuck h&8 demanded that 

thie office mate known the adan^ty and address of this wit- 
ness as hie testimony will be imperative to this case and that, 
if neoessary, ho will t*ke up the matter directly with the 
Attorney Goner*!, 

vor your Information, I wrote to the Director 
at ifashington under date of September Hist advising that the 
post off loo Inspectors on gig ad on this investigation had re- 
quested that two or thro* agents versed m the Italian language 
engaged outside of Nov? York city, write to the library of "II 
Marteiio,* this oity f requesting the forwarding of the obsoene 
books advertised by preaca in hie newspaper. The purpose of 
this was to sec ere witnesses to prove that Tresca was violating 
the Pootal lawa of the united states by sending obscene matter 
through the malls. 


It la to be noted that the transaction arranged 
for by your office was made part of the indictment returned w 
against this Individual; therefore, the necessity of having 
your inform ait testify. 


Wa have every reason to believe that the Attoraey 
representing the defendant will ask for a poatponwaant of tha 
023 9 on Monday next, possibly tor a period of two weeks. Barer- 
the l 3 , the nanxi and address of the person sending the money 
order is requested ans^O-n-yafl possible. . * 


CJ3 :?JE 
H- LI 6-1? 
Ct ^uah. 



Tour a very truly 


IDWABT5 
Special Agent in Charge 




) 


1 3 ^ i r 

f l-' 50 IM 

EOT# 9, 19 B3. 


Kr. Loth-rmn, • 

T- 0. tox 8135, HQ: TT. S. VB. Carlo TTeaoa - Ylo- 

poston, Kc3b. latloa 3®0. 811, 3* C* G» » For- 

warding Cbaoene literature Through 
T*ar Sir* the united state# tfaila. 

~ rm ' " _ i N ^ 

Heoeipt la acknowledged of yonr letter of iot# 0L- 
8th concerning the above naned individual whose oace is 
scheduled for trial on Monday, Rovembor 12th, hut who will 
probably req-oont and be granted a postponement for two weeks. — 
tswt# S» Attorney Hat tuck, when apprised t>f >/- 
the substance of your latter, advised that it will be ncoea- 
■aiy that Agent Charles U. Hoyt testify In this oase and I 
shall notify you when that Agent* s preaenoe is required here* 

Should it lator be ccnoidered essential that Qardella be “ 

;r . 

brought Iwro ai ti witness, ft subpoftn* will bo lesusA lo# bin a 

by the u. 3. Attorney. 

Tours very truly. 


CJS: ?JK 

B-iie-R 
Ct Wash. 


TOWARD J. BRRIHAH, 
Bpeolal Agent In Obsrgo. 


NOV i 5 r r- 

i 




OFFICE or 

SPEC1..L AGENT IN CHARGE 


TELEPHONE. BARCLAY 8 t «0 


department uf 3T itsitfce 

$Jurmi of 3ube$ligatian 

15 Park Row, 14 th Floor 
New York, N. Y. 


Attention; m. P. 

'Tir: - “ ury ~ " j to * r e n c a - 7i o - 
la t L c n g. j c. 211, t t. * . r;. o . , Por- 
- t r 1 1 j ( • bu oen c t, i + - r uturo mhr c ugh 
tiie v nit 2d states ? r ail3. 


•; . ; ;'r ley to my Letters dated September 19th 

roa\;e;-tort by the ^ost Of /ice Author- 
^ r ; ' t * 'vi *o - ;:ji2 » them in their imre .3 tiyat ion 

e ■ ’ '' ,rl "v . -j-; b vf; 1 in^ fc: two or three n-.-er.ta versed in 
{■' t l-i ; an i r_v. v: - outside of pew yerh, to write 

t : , +•■. pi-rv .» t t I’ v.r hello ~ ’*« this city, roc "opting th it they 
be : ' if[ oar'.- ,! n el scene viu lieu tic ns advert! sod by presea, 

t"--p * ", •; . > ■; t r f a leit-\r fi\ 1 the Pittsburgh office concern- 

U-, th’-ir . • -ir ; i the i nv a j tiyw 4 * on. 



A/ 


7,0150 

n 3 i 


f 

N 6v. 9, 192?. 


TT-Anr f. '.-to of yore Tiber 7th Cerent in Charge 3* ?. 
•.» ; i 1 t nbuj yh .rites, that the informant who was used 
+ c. fl. • e_’.:r^r i.c js rot available an a witness. 

' - : y.y-arta 5 to \s:;t. TT . 3 . attorney Ttattuch 

\ '• j-.". 7 ; f tk : ferine: r stated that, it was imperative 

tj; ■.. * tv s . - . i .;!p--s of this witness bo ma" 0 known at the 

ejtrl r-t i ;■ ifi'i'f lo t’. '*e so that he may be placed under sub- 



g , T ' T*T r " 

1 1 - 


c not see any reason for tho Pittsburgh of- 
e ’r>n'\ to secure those obscene books who could 
: ./ i t m° ; r: a s t h a t w is tho n or pose f o r v:h i c h 
iho, contained in t*iy letter of September 21st. 

- t v . , i. f ',e 3 h i pm on t o f th c s o hocks by ?r e s e a 
‘/cp.'* j d by the ■•'ittrb irgh office was made a 
t -Mi t . ph/i re fere t it. ia rospoct fu 1 ly renuoct- 
t thf t'ce Pittsburgh ofiee -orward th^ nec- 
1 h re. 


h it * o ev ' ry r o a: * on to believe that V t fc orn t.y 
• ; r . * , * -ufing rjerlo ^ rosea will ank for a post- 
< - il Tor a b least, two wecacs t said trl*il being 
;e ;’ond.aiL,_ M ovc:nbe r l2th,. 
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November 16 1 1923. 


Ur. J. 3-annnn, 
P. 0. Sox 241 ,• 

City ila'j 1 Ion, 
IR'Vv v jr } : city 


lit', r LUr: 

iloforrinr to your lot tor of the ninth 
InyVnt rel -live to the Witter of so<nrlri£ the 
nu me ana uJlroon of the Individ a/. 1 In Pittsburgh 
v;h„ received books Bent from He# York by the 
”11 in teilo” .CiO i|\ 1 have today telegraphed 
the * 3 i ttu burgh off ice asking for an explanation 
oi the n i t.i t ion. 

’ letter to them indicated clearly 
til t tut; books V.oro desired in connection with 
Iae *-rr.Lt.*u itljrs of Trcsua end I cannot, therefore, 
ece wsy muu“ rh.nl d have been made by 

tne "it tiih'i'fj. a ofJ ice wnereby the identity of 
the individual receiving tue books ehoald bo kept 
r,ecr> t . 


nra very tr ily, 

b\ J}' vW 

" j !\ 


i/ 


7 

inrootor . 


i 


i 
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Sfpartamtt of dlustire, 

Sumu of Jnoestisalum. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
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n 34 


November 13 th, 1S23, 
Pcfer to Hr. H o over * an. •. 



Pi rector ^k. J. Burns, 

Bureau of Investigation, 
r apartment of Justice, 

Washington, T‘. C. 

Fear Sir:- c; 

Re: U,B . vs CARLO TREBCA, Violation 
Sec. 311, U.S.G.C, - Forwarding 
Obscene Literature through the 
United States Vails* 


£/-/3 3 l S-Ju>\ 



Under date of September 29th, 1033, a letter r 

•was received from you. Initialed EK, stating that Carlo 
Trecca v/as being pre sscutsd in New York for violation 
of the Postal taws, and that the New York office re- 
quested that an at t ea-pt. be made by several Bureau of- 
fices, not including New York City, to secure evidence 
as tc the uniting cJ certain obscene pairphlets or 
booklets, the u-ues of which were specified in your 
letter, and which wore published by II Martelloj that r 

n money order for the books mentioned in your letter be „ 

cent to II Nur i-ello, preferably, in order tc divert 
suspicion, by :-n Italian speaking agent or an Italian 
informant; that the New York office be advised by tele- 
graph at the time the order was sent, in order that 
arrangements .wight be made, if possible, to determine 
the method employed by Tresca in forwarding these becks. 


There is no Italian apeaking agent attached to 
this office, and an Italian informant was secured, ?;ho 
duly sent the reney order for the bocks. The New York 
office was iuirrsdiately notified by telegraph in dstlil 
when the money order was sent, and the books were, in 
du3 r tiir t 3, received by the informant at Washington, Pa., 
which is about an hour's rids from Pittsburgh! 




! 


n r3 


11 / 13 / 23 . 

I 


thereby secure the evidence which wac tc be used agai ns t 
Trecca, I did not understand that the sender of the 
books was to be used as a witness, and when, under date 
of November 6th, 1323, the New York office, in a letter 
initialed CJS, stated that Assistant United States At- 
torney hat tuck, of hew York, requested the name of the 
Italian informant, I replied that this informant io U3ed 
iii an undercover car neity and could not be used as a 


This morning, I am in receipt of a letter 
from the New York office, initialed CJS, dated the 3th 
instant, stating th?„t Mr, Mattuck demanded that this 
office i.cke known the identity and address of this 
Italian i rue it ant, and that if necessary he, Mr. Mat- 
tuck, will take the ratter up directly with the Attorney 
Chen 2 ml , 


This is not a new question, of course, having 
come up a number of tires since I have been with tfcs 
Bureau. E^ch tine the Chief of the Bureau or the n- 
rcctor has upheld the particular A^cnt in Charge in the 
latter's statement that the informant is not 3vailaoie 
as a witness, The particular informant in this case is 
not and never has been on the payroll of this office, 

I regret exceedingly, of course, that 3uch is the case 
and that I i./i scons trued your letter. 

A copy cf this letter is being forwarded tc 
the Ucw York office today, narked "Refer tc Mr, Scully”, 
who dictated the letter from that offioa dated the 3th, 


Yours very truly. 


#• 

. SB'S :N 


CC: New York City 


T\ B. SPENCER, 

Special Agent in Charge, 

■ i -i 


Refer to ”r. Scully. 




WM. J. BURNS 
DIRECTOR 



JEH/liXR 


•pDpartnunt nf f usixtt 

bureau nf gnurstigntitm 

^shingicn, g. <B. November £0, 19 23. 


mi;, irjjii f uu i.i-. buhns- 



With reguru to the ^att ache u corresponaence, oar Pitts- 
burgh office has placed the Bureau in a very embarrassing situa- 
tion- Por some months, a3 you will recall, we have been investi- 
gating Carlo Tresca with a view of bribing about a prosecution 
of this iriuiviaual for misuse of the mails- Vr'e directed com.junica- 
tio.is to our Pittsburgh and Boston offices, requesting them to have 
someone c non uni cate with Tresca and endeavor to obtain a book on 
birth control and free love. Should Tresca mail such books it -would 
be a violation of the postal laws. Both of these offices aid make 
arrangements to secure these books and the Pit tsbuigh office in 
doing so used an informant who cannot be used in the trial of the 
case. The letter to Pittsburgh specifically stated that this infor- t. 

matinn was wanted for evidence and the letter to Boston was identi- ** 

cal to that sent to Pittsburgh. Our Boston office intelligently 
hanuled the matter and obtained evidence which can be used in court# 

The Pittsburgh office obtained evidence but it cannot be used in 
court and is of no value- The United States Attorney at Hew York is 
insist iiv that the Pi ttsburgh’ informant* s name be given ana that he 
appear as a witness in the case and if the Pittsburgh office refuses - 

to uo so tne united States Attorney at New York states he will make 

complaint uireet to the Attorney General# t- 

It is a most exasperating incident and our Pittsburgh of- 
fice certainly should be called to strict account for having failed 
to intelligently carry out the uistruct ions of the Bureau. As a 
mutter of fact, now the mtire case against f re sea may fall, which 
will bring aowu upon this Department considerable criticism and 
Tresca will become more blatant in his activities ana statements 
than over before- 


It wo aid appoar that u very strong letter should be written 
to the Pittsburgh office upon this matter and if you approve, I will 



|'VM ! 



wjb/ujr 


61-1335-160 


November HI, iy.i3. 

f 


£ 


i 


Ur* ,i. B. dy-jncor, 
B.O. Iia; 9G7, 
Pittsburgh, I'd. 

X>onr air: 


h-iferriny to your lot tor of the 15th instant and 
your tolotfrn.t of the 1 ,th relative to tho evidence requostod 
by t:.la of 5 Leo for u.u- In the ouco ayuiast Carlo i’resoa, I want 
to stato very e yihationlly that I 3 on si dor that this natter Jms 
bo ii handle i t .jjincr that certainly does not reflect credit 
uoon your offls-u ' A ’ho phraseology of the* original request made 
of your off i 30 for thin ovidonoa is to my mind very clear and 
„? ut> j 3 1 t o b -.t o - io • i . ct ru 3 1 i. »'i; . 1 ; jn c. t a 1 o ?,s to undo rat on d 
ho.- ~’:v\ t ■/ -v v, ;c t> -ly othor eo delusion but th..t tao evidence 
-.7 as to \r- v’ '• .i y-'vco ■din. Vj'euob. i-l the sumo time 

tint tho Ml • : ; .Ijnti.i . ,:uz directed to you, there ,, .’us another 
o'J i o. .tio 1 ■ : iroct’ d to .nir ' niton of fice, .\niuJ. intelligently 
}•■ .‘I' d 13 f' L't nr -oil curried out U.e instructions buth in let- 
ter and in spirit. 


'Phis Bureau is seriously enbarrassod by your aotion and 
is ‘Delay sub looted to adverse oom.iont for the sajflo. X cannot too 
strongly it id lento to you my disapproval of the kiuier in which 
• this YJS.3 I-.: Jl.iloO * 

| it ii; 1. iterative that the -orson receiving these books 

j lr* used ns a .Itueaa in the procoodinfc in Now York and for that 

| re*. son you should submit the name of Uto person and where ho may 

j bo reached in order that a subpoena may bo isouod. 



Very truly yours, 


.. ' t 

//Jr ' i I \ 

Jtii i ' 

* Director. 


HKConrii*-^ 






TX*^: 




Hfl : Ju iU 
61 -UV 4 




llovcmVe r lu, 1 • 


3 3 ^ 


Tho ie in receipt of informa- 

ti jji to t no of foot Uy.t C l*I <0 lX\l/bCA t the 
'veil .-.iiD’.n Iti*U*-r. un^ro.iis»t f is to deliver 
o lecture ' • *?.•;# ;{«.ven, on L’ovoubor 18 th* The 

t> 1 l: oo of delivery of tho lecture in question 
ie i? i. mown . 

rl"u oc cnv.eu.vor to cover tuic meeting 

and rr * ort . 


. John 

). ?3 0 >. 
-t.f or i , 


. . Dov/d , 

.j/i 6 , 

lon.i. 


r 





i rector, 


ft&GGRDED Jt INDEXED 




( 


Srpartuirut of iiluatir?, 

Sur*mi of 3mu‘atuiatUJiu 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 


Director Wm* J, Bums, 
Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justioe, 
Washington, D. 0, 


Dear Sir:* 


November 16th, 

1933. ... 


' ' rirJ.... «»_ 

Refer to Mr. Hoover. 

^ 4/-/ 5 3 6 


BUr> *l.i of WiTUlMliM i' 

/3^ 

" NOV Yf IK&AV.. * 

Oil 1 ... »'» i Ul * y . . . C, ^ 

' - \ 

HOOVER 


Be: U.s. VS CARLO TRESCA, Violation 
Seo. 311, U*S,C.C, - Forwarding 
Obsoene Literature through the 
United States Mail 8^ 


With further reference to my letter of the 
13th, addressed to you, to your wire of the 15th, 
and to my reply of the 16th, the reasons that I mis- 
construed your letter as to the informant being used 
as a witness are these: 

1. Your letter stated that Tresoa was 
being prosecuted in New York for violation of the 
Postal laws, I assumed that he had already been 
indioted and had no idea that a count in the in- 
dictment was to be based on aotion taken by this 
offioe, 

2. When you spoke of using an Italian in- 
formant, if an Italian speaking agent was not 
available, this also led me to believe that the 
informant would not be necessary as a witness, 

3. In the third paragraph, page two of 
the letter above mentioned, you instruoted that the 

Hew York offioe be advised by telegraph at the time . 

the money order for the publications was forwarded, « 
so arrangements might be made, if possible, to as- ( 
oertain the method employed by Tresoa in forwkrdinjgjv 
these books* These latter instructions, coupled 
with the ones above mentioned, led me to believe 


Lull 


I* 


I ■ l 

h 

Director Burns, -3- 11/16/33, 


Ni 

that the New York of floe was to proceed in their own 
way to secure this evidence on the basis of infor- 
mation furnished by this and other Bureau of floes. 

As stated in my letter of the 13th, I re- 
gret very much that I mi soons trued your letter and 
did not obtain a witness who oould be used, partic- 
ularly in this case, as we have spent much time in v 

this office trying to obtain evidence on whioh Tresoa 
might be deported or prosecuted. 


Yours very truly, 


R. B. SPENCER, 

RBSsN Speoial Agent in Charge, 




OFFICE OF 

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 



TELEPHONE. BARCLAY 8T6U 
POST OFFICE BOX 24! 

department ot STugtice 

bureau of ^trbctfttsafton 

*5 Park Row, 14th Floor 

c i 

CITY Hall Station 

/33 

New York, N. Y. 

I'GVh 17, 

19*1. 


".'i - . 

■ iv. l .. T : i v v.: ' i' 1 . 1 ' 

v. j.L.-tiuo. 

pis* 'n --!o , ■>. s. 

gear Sir: 


\tt‘ ution I'r. j. J. } uoover 
TCo^: t “X. vX Oar lo' '■''re »ca - 
’ r iolation Sec. 211, v. s« 0. 0* , 
^orv;ard:Lng obscene Literature 
Thro ugh the united Stutr:; Is. 


7Y ; Lc th ‘ a born entitled ca::e is scheduled 
. n , -ov-rihor l.'V- 1 it is -.nite probuble 

11 ; f ■ ’ ro •• .*i 1. ,d Scr another wjoI:. This is due 

. * • _. o -■ * t. i ■; • • o / tb a co ur t cui onciur . 

g. \tt -urne;-- rut tuck, sis ted bp 
^ co ■- r j ; " i n i •- ■ o «■ r "o one > *n:i \ -o; , t go u 1 1 , er urn ino c lo ur 
gcutjl j ■••1c; >-o:; posterd-r:- afternoon uj to their knowledge 
o " j - .<3 i ■ t : i;> cc n tuj ni n - the obsc’.-ro books being received 



t'c. ** it tuck g t .tccl, th it he will not make 
on; err -r - -no -its it this tine for the -placing under subpoena 
of ; tno m i n i : v o ^ cf ’ r ork Sitg. 



cU 0 ; 




Instructions from R.L .Spencer, Special Agent litharge* 

This case originated at Washington D.C. JOURNAL to be made at originating office only 


I DATE WHEN MAOE; PERIOD FOR WHICH M a DC: j REPORT MADE £ 


Pittsburgh, Pa. | Nov. 19, 1923j Nov. 18,1923 j 


H. J. LENON. 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE^; . 

U.S. T8 CARLO TRESCA - 


AT PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Violation jBec*311, U.S.C.C 
Forwarding Obscene Litera- 
ture through U*S# Mails. 


7537 


Office File No. 277-M.R. 


With reference to former reports made in the above entitled 

case. 

Agent wrote and mailed a letter to LIBRARY n IL MARTELLO”, 
Box 92, Station D, New York City, on November 7th, 1923, requesting 
that oertain books, mentioned in previous reports, be sent to the writ 
er of the letter, which was signed GENERAL DELIVERY , 

WILKINSBURG, PA* Having purchased a money order to cover cost, I en- 
closed it with the letter; money order was numbered 450087. 


On November 12th, 1923, I received a letter, addressed as 
above, which was written on the stationery of the 

Publication, and read: \ ' .. - ' 073 ’ 


hv> 


do not innf Tn them spaces 


ene r jri 7 e ry Window, 
Wilkinsturg, Pa. 

Dear Sir:- \ t 7 


Enoloeed pi ease ! 

find your P.0, order ft’G'. 4. 0 . 273 
for $2. 35. It is DGPARTMMTOFiUtnCI 

impossible for us tc 

fill any orders of ROUTED TO — I 


CORIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TOi 


6 I9Q 


JEH-3 


LEO 


Bureau-3: Hew Tork-3 : File-1* 




H . J.Lenon, 


November 19,1923 


Page #2* 


the books you requested, because their 
mai lability is at present questioned by 
the U.S. Post Office Dep*t, f 

Sincerely youra," 

(The signature I cannot make out) 


The letter is dated by a stamp dater, and reads January 
9th ,1933, whether by accident or design is hard to determine. The 
letter is attached to the New York copy of this report, 

UNDEVELOPED LEAD 

New York. N,Y, 

Will the New York office please advise whether Agent should 
forward the money order to their office, or secure a refund on it at 
the Pittsburgh Post Office. 

Closed at Pittsburgh, unless otherwise directed. 


* 







^Department nf JfajSttr > 



, November 16, 1923* 

- '. , '<? 

Burns* 

Two stop Reference your telegram fifteenth. Tresca case I mailed 
you letter twelfth explaining in detail that I misconstrued your r — 
letter twenty eighth and believed New York office was to secure 
evidence on basis information forwarded from here relative to 
shipment of books stop Informant this end in under cover capacity 
and unable supply his name for use as witness. Am mailing you letter 
today* / i 


Spencer* 





yr. R. r. Sponcer, 
P. 0. Rox 987, 
Pittsburgh, pa. 


*>▼. 21 , 1923. 


Re! IT. 3. VB. carlo Tresoa - vio- 
lation Section 211, U. g. C. C. # 
forwarding obscene Literature 
through the united 1 States Kalla, 


Dear 3ir: 

Referring to report of Agent H. J. Lenon, Nov. 

18, 1923, (Pittsburgh file 277-jn*) Asst. TT. 3 * \ttorney Mat- 
tuck suggests that the money order secured by Agent Lenon be 
brought by him to New York on Monday next as there is a pos- 
sible chan 00 that it may be introduced in evidenoe.- 

It is to be presumed that the Bubpoona issued 
for \>snt lonon has reached him by this time and that he will 
be hare on Monday, November 26th. 

It i 3 to be noted that up to this writing this 
office ha8 not received the name of the informant who wrote 
for and received the books mentioned by Agent Lenon in a prev- 
ious report, it is again requested that this name be fura-^^ 
ished at the earliest practicable time in order that this in- 
formant may be placed under subpoena. 

Tours very truly 


V , 


CJSiTOC 
E-116-3 
<Jt wash. 



TOWARD J. HR^HRAI 


Special Agent In Chlrge 


znznnm 


limu tf imsTHATKN 

NOV 2 2 1923 A, M 

fcU'Artlnu. (.4t Jb&tiCC 


HOOVPR 


/fit*. 


kboobdbd & ind i 
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Nov, 20, 1923. 


Mr. Lav/renca Lothoxman, 
?. 0- Box 3185, 

Boston, Mass. 

Bear Sir: 


Re: 0. S. Vs. carlo « resoa - 
Violation soo- 211, tj. 3. C* C* , 
forwarding obscene Literature 
Through the United states Halle. 


Thi3 is to advlso that last. U. 3. Attorney 
Ifattuok for the southern District of Non York, has issued 
subpoenas calling for the appearance in this oity on Nov. 
26th of ASont Hoyt and informant 

The case ie scheduled to go to trial at 2; 00 
T3.ni. on tho aforementioned date and the subpoenas are being 
forwarded directly to the Marshal in your district. + 

Tours very truly, m^w 






Bepartamtt of iluolitp, " 

Bureau of JnaestigatUm. 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


^Qv / 


November 32nd, 1923, 

' TOOOBDEI' ft ICtvr* 


Director Wm. J. Burns, 
Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
'Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir:- 


4 ~-/6 i 

IVrSTltATIt!^?) 

,1^239, VI 1 

' J'kloflCE I 


/JJ 




I beg to acknowledge reoeipt of your 
letter of the 31st, criticising me very severely 
for the way I have handled the obtaining of in- 
formation in the CarloOTresca case, and stating 
that it is imperative that the person receiving 
these books be used as a witness in the proceed- 
ings in New York, and that I should submit the 
name of the person and where he may bs reached 
in order that a subpoena may be issued. 

Ur. Burns, I am mors embarrassed than 
you are that any reflection should come on the 
Bureau through any act of mind. Once in a while, i 

as you know from your long experience, a man has / 

a bad break, and this seems to be one of them in f* 

that I misconstrued your original letter of in- / V 
st ructions in this matter. ^ ' / 

I have taken the case up with the man 
who is responsible for and handles this informant, 
and asked him if there was any possible way in 
which this informant might be used. He stated 
that, while he was only too anxious to help the 
Department, he oould not, as a matter of honor, 
disclose the name of this informant. I do not 
know personally the name of the informant or his 
present address. 

There are times when a man must stand 
responsible for hie aotions, and if you still feel 
inclined to censure me after this letter and my 





Direotor Burns, 


- 3 - 


n/32/33 



previous letters of explanation, I must aooept the 
responsibility. 

Hoping that the trial of Carlo Tresoa may 
be successful, and that a situation of this kind 
will not arise again, I am 


Yours very truly. 



R. B. SPENCER, 

RBS:N Special Agent in Charge. 




\ 


m * c 

Gill-: * * 

? 5 IW 


;.C wVoor 


ig ? 


. r r # i - * ! 5r oun m, 

I. 0. 13o. c -siX, 

City :: 11 Gt’i fcion, 

: -o j .ir • ' 1 Tv * 

;.-i v i r : - ^ 

X • tr^nr-flt'.in* ‘^ro.ith copy of a 
letter for' rded tofl.»y to i-^cnt-in-Chsrco R. B. 

4 . oncer 0 ^ t<;o Xltt ’bur^h, 1 onnoylv^la, office of 
ti,« HTr' - n. I unfler;*t * .-fl # of ocurca, that you 
r*l f’O »•; :• V';; (Or'^n 1 ? to ritigate or f rOTOtlt 
jo ; . M .1 iVf.; c tLat cu Ld enuuo fro-r requiring 
txin * 'iii to toctify in o]on court. IT ho situation 

ir -r.d ro*ribly .rristrt V. S. Attorney 

- -y X~et 0 er that La .yill be able to fiuccof.o- 
: . •=. ■ c-t-' 2 rorc& tfcowt urirt; tvin itucss* 
V*ry truly youre. 


t 


Lireotor, 


’.cl. H. 7 . 


v. 
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JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


DATE WHEN MADE: I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 


Har tf ord. C onn . I _1 1/22/23 (__ ll/l8-20/2 3 j 


_3'0HW_ A «. . J)0J7J}_ 


RB: CARXO TRBSCA 


AT HARTFORD & 
NStf HAYBK: 


ANARCHIST ACTIVITIHS 
(ITALIAN) 


/ jjj 


HN-GrA. , (61-874# dated November 16 th, 

1923, 

Above cited letter of DIRECTOR, Informed that CARXO TBBSCA 
a well known Italian Anarchist, was soheduled to deliver a lecture 
at Hew Haven* Conn., on November 18th, 1923* The place of delivery 
of the leoture In question was not known* 

Above cited letter of DIRECTOR was reoeived at Hartford, Ct., 
Office, on Sunday, November 18th, 1923, at whioh time it was too 
late for Agent to prooeed to Ilew Haven and cover this meeting* Agent 


that CARLO TRKSCA was scheduled to address a meeting in TRADE’ 3 COUNCIL 
HALL* Meadow Street, Hew Haven on the afternoon of November 18th, 

1923. Agent requested that the Italian members of the Detective 
Bureau, Hew Haven, Department of Police, coyer this meeting and this 

co-operation was promised. P ^ QTW " tTI 1 - 

On November 20th, 1923, Agent OASv /jy Nu7 2 ' 'a?? 


onf erred w^th CAPTAIN DONNELLY, who ^0^ 23 1923 

nformed that Detectives popolizio dcfartmbnt o, ju«nc* 


M07 : : 1923 

DiVi^prf 


*ha STTiAHto . QoVsred this meeting and 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 


r#° tc - 


MR. HOOVER I 3-Washingto 


szzz 


Page 7 fZ 


RiS: CARLO TRUSCA , ANAR CJ: INST ACT. "i3S ( ITALIAN I 


from the latter. Agent learned that aboue 160 persona were in 
attendance. During the course of the nesting copies q f 1 "ALBA NHOVA" 
printed in Italian and published at Chicago, 111., were distributed. 
This is the organ of the WORKERS PARTY Or AKKRICA, Italian Branch, 
and is published in Chicago, 111. Circulars were also distributed 
announcing a meeting to be held in the sane hall on November 22nd, 

1923. 

Detective GILANIO, stated that CARLO TR13SCA during the 
course of his remarks devoted himself to tracing the history of the 
Italian Government, pointing out to his hearers that in every stage 
of its development it was filled with trickery, one faction tricking 
the other and that PRaiLSR MUSSOLINI, the present dictator, 
was pursuing the same course of trickery* That prior to his rise to 
power he was a strong socialist, and since attaining power he has 
ourbed and prohibited practices which he formerly sought for himself 
- and his constituents. 

There waanofching In the remarks of CARLO TRBSCA which could 

be considered objectionable. Another speaker name unknown to DET3CTIYE 

GILANIO, who from description furnished Agent was believed to be 

LUIGI QUJNT 111 IANO, devoted himself to apriticism of MUSSOLINI, and 
> ' 

spoke in favor of the anarchist paper "ARARCHO" - published in Rome 
by a well known Anarchist. A collection was taken up for this 
^ublioation*and about; Fifty-seven ($57.00) was realized. 

J & -- 

*V* f ' CASS C0NCLUD3D 



jsh/uir 


November 23, 19^3# 


Ur. 1*. J. Brennan, 

P,0. Bo;: 2*H , City Hall station, 

How /oiv:, A.f. 

Dvar Jir: 

i an tc::;:su tti.ii" to you herewith a 00 yy of a cora- 
•nu-u j.wtio-i ■ loi* i -;.:-vo just received frxt our Pittsburgh of- 
j < jl w . w i. ■'■■' to thy aiifortuiiuto uoVuioix.ion.ta occasioned by 
the uniat* 1 iligout ;.imaor in wuich the Pittsburgh office Jmndlcd 
Ivj ro?uost for evidence to bo used in the Carlo ire sea case. 

[) 

I would appreciate it if y>u would talco this matter 
ii.i with A ssi strait ini tod btnteu Attorney ilattusi and explain 
vo i’at;.y to ..iu th-.- siwutiuu and tho embarrassing situation 
in -m si > t-Ki cJwr -au is placed, I liuvj vary strongly soataaiaou 
to • r. i, ..;jr t tno h/ron t in Cn~rg 9 at Pittsburgh, the nonnor 
in ..* in ii* Urvstml this invest if ration £.nd I can fully ap- 
preciate t.-* position in which it has pine d hr. Uuttuai:. it 
is p.ost ui;.' or tuna to and, of ouuree, no os not ref loot oredit 
upon the ih«rc**u» I don’t boli ve, however, that it will ever 
jia >}-on a ■; J..; t at l.mst not at Pittsburgh, 

hill you Kindly loo’x into this situation at onao and 
advise ,.i ■ what can bo v.oit-j 30 oa not to imperil ths successful 
prosecution of the Xroaca case. 

Very truly yours. 


[ i ) 3 3 ^ 


Ansi, *1*5 VwO * 


M ft 1 I w; L ; j 

rr’.'a;* \zv.< j 




OFFICE OF 

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 


TELEPHONE. BARCLAY 8160 


©epartment of 3Tu$tice 

bureau of 3nb estimation 

15 Park Row, 14th Floor 
New York, N. Y. 


POST OFFICE BOX 241 

City Hall station 

/ 3^ 


I 

ITov. 24, 19 23. 


Director, 

Bureau of investigation, 
Department of -Tustice, 
'.Vasbinuton, p. 0* 

Dear Dir; 


\tt on t ion y J. *3. T^oove r 

sV ys. "^arl^Tpresca - 
Violation ijec. 211, ? t. 3. 0. C. , 
morwardiny Obscene Literature 

mU— LUrt tt»4 AoA i 4- n 4- n n 1c 


Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated 
rovmhor 25, 1925, and initialed JJJF, to which v;ao attached 

onclosuve ;'o. 23450 . 


Is requested, l*ent Scull” conferred with 
as at,. v. s* Attorney y-ittuck today and explained to him as 
to the situation in Pittsburgh concerning the informant. 
?Tr* tf, ittuck stated that it is nu.ite nrobabls that due to 
the handling of the investigation in that city, it will be 
necessary to dismiss one of t.Va counts in the indictment. 


my. y at t n clc fur t he r a*- vise d th at , in his 
opinion, the shipment and receipt of the books at Pittsburgh 
'7 as ■nrofcablv the strongest con it in said indictment, but 
that ^e 'V ill do everythin;? possible to try to retain this 
co ? -nt ilthou.fr the chances arc against him. yr . yattnek is 
not certain at + his time whether ho will use \-ent Lenon as 
a witness, but. nevertheless, reonesta that he oboy the sub- 
poena sent to Pittsburgh so that he may be present if his 
testimony is desired. 





HH : J.VM 
Sl-0 


if 


SORBED 

Itovember 26,1983. . _ 


&■ 


NOV 

bi* 


*f 

7 1923 KM 

.... *« ■ ><iiv£ 


Am 


Ur * V. f i 11 ia m Phi 11 i ps , 

Under Seciet; ry of BUto, 
ftaanlngton, D.C. 

Deer Sir: 

Your letter of Dovenbfer 12th, addressed 
to the ^tt'orrisy Gcnaral has: been referred to me, 
with attucneu dispatch from the Charge d'affaires, 
et home, dated October 12, with, a liBt of names of 
certain alleged radicals o on corning whom the 
Director General of Public Safety at Rome desires 
information. 

1'he only data in the Bureau files con- 
corning ind ivid u.13 on said attached list refers 
to Carlo Yrouea, I. Anderson and P. Bole* nn . 

■ i v , ' 

Carlo 'fresco ie a director of the Anarchist 
publication "II Mar tolls*' located in Lev, York City, 
and Is an Its Han anarchist \v::ose activities have 
boon of interest to the Bureau, for some ttrfae. He 
is iiow being prosecuted by tho Federal Authorities 
at Hew York, for sen ing obscene literature through 
the mails, and ilia ca;e is expected to be retched 
In the very no-r future. 

I. or 1. J. And yson of 15 

Casenovia et, fc..t.tn, iitu;. • is la* t referred to 

in Ine Bureau's i lies under date of July 11, 1^*23, 
at watch tile he was reported to be the recipient 
of cories of "Freedom", u publication of tho 
"Freedom Press” of L udon, Kngl and, an anarcuistio 
organization. It has been thought that Anderson 
was possibly an aline for uno Fmnk H. Lopez, well 
knov/n Spanish Anarchist. A previous report ref-re 
to one* I. J. Anderson of the same address as bding 
a prospective e liter of a periodical to be celled 
"Anarchy " . Ho otnor information has boon reoeived 
along the ecr -lines. 


FILE 











hr ^rYYv,_^i-*y v :. v> 
„ *, **-v ’ Y* ■»: 

' t 


T • 


K v) 





- z - 

Paolo Bologna of iloont Vernon, Hew York . 
was lust reported upon In April 192£ f at whioh tine 
a communication signod by an individual of this 
name appeared in "II Prole taxio" , #he official 
organ of the Industrial '.Yorkers of the World, and 
of t ie Italian Synd ical iu t Pad^rat ion. The letter 
in question requested fund8 for ’Umanita Nova”, 
ilothing further has been heard of thiB individual 
since that time. 

An effort is boing mado to locate the 
individuals covered by the additional names on the 
list of tne General Director cd Public Safety, and 
as boon as further information has been reoeived 
it v; Ll 1 be promptly transmitted to you* 




* 





TELEPHONE. BARCLAY 8160 


OFFICE OF 

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE V 

department of justice 

^Bureau of Snbefitigatton 

15 park Row, 14th Floor 
New York, N. Y. 


POST OFFICE BOX Ml 

City Hall Station 



Pi rector . 

3 ’ir an o f T nv o « t i t a t j o n , 
Umvirtmen t of .p-s; tic: , 
Vasbinirtcn, 1. 7 - 

Je ir > i r : 


ITov. 28 , 1923 . 


\ttention yr. J. 7*0 over 

3 ?cT; tt; 3 V ' vsV ' 0 a"r I o^Vre sea - 
Violation 30c. 211 , tt. 3. 3. <3. , 
^orwardi nr: 0 11300110 Literature 
Throuch the united states Hails 


Oanf irm In -5 nr telo^rarn of lust evening, Carlo 
'[•rosea wan found' nvilt^ at 7 .El n.m., "hies day, yovember 27 th, 
or, ecu- t number ; j rht i 1 the indictment, the substance of 
'vMch r/ is the carr~ir ‘ of the advertisement of the obscene 
■orb lie ‘.-tion in columns of the >T T1 Karte 1 lo . n 


Of the other seven con its last. tt. 3. \ttorney 
t 'a 'Inch venue st,o d the f'isnissal of numbers three and six 
'■'h i ch re f jt r 0 b to t h e rerw ar d i n ^ of the books to t/aohin^ton, 
pa. . and wMch charges the uro 3 ecution was unable to substan- 
tiate due to the fact that wo were unable to oroduce the wit- 
ness wh 0 ’’ ad so cur e d s une . 

On the remainin': counts wo are confidentially 
advised that, the ,1’ rors on each ballot were divided, eleven 
for conviction un-i one for acouittal, and that the verdict 
reached on count ei.pbt w is a sort of a compromise. 

?he trial of Carlo ^resca started at 2:30 n.m., 
pond ay, uovomher 26 th, and in addition to the testimony of 
the ^ost Office emnlc;.c 3 S and two others, vulvio and previson, 
nersons ”J h 0 had written for the obscene books, Special lyent 
T»ovt of the ~ , cston office related as to the forward inn- of the 
deco:* letter. 


Dot or day, Special ymplcyee 3 nos a, and special 
\Ton t T.cnon Of the Pittsburgh office testified, after which 
thr arose option rooted. carlo mresca took the stand in his 

’ --- ‘ " -• ' ‘ es of 

>artner , 
rspon- 

sibi lity 


T-’Ti 'TO Li « C - 1 li A'J 1 1 ruo Ijai iv j iCOLa buutt. one onauu Jim i 

own behalf and was followed by one or two other employees 
his publication :.nd finally Tjmberto ITieri, ^re sea's partr 
toulif’inrt and under oath stated that ho assumed full respon- 
sibility or the mail i ( u: of the books and that ho, not frosca, 
directed the Library del IMrtallO. 


-- It is nni te probable that \sst. tt -1 5 * attorney 

yattuck will*. ask for an indictment to be returnfed against 
jiieri, charging him with a vi 6 l.aTT 07 )^£_jh^samp statute under 

,***->>/ . . I y ■ Irh 



which n rcseu 
tuch that 
both. 


in -at ion, sta 
yours he is 




;v -i3 convicted and it v; ill be surge: 
an additional charge of conspiracy 


ited to yr. 
be made against 


Tt is to be noted that 
tod tbit alt ho ugh he is 
not a citizen. 


Tresca, during cross exam- 
in the Tjnited states twenty 



Instructions: Kdward -rennan, Spl. Agt. Charg' > ni* li 116 E 

„ -- ( . ttv .InuRNAL TO BE' MADE AT ORIG INATING OFFICE ONLV^ 

this case originated at Mew .ork Qtty — r “ 

“ | DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD POR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE *V. ^ 


SCPORT MADE AT: 

Hew York uity__ 

TITLE AND CMARACTCR or CASE: 


11-2 6-23 i 11-27-28 

J . 


James W# Dillon 


ITLE AND CMARACTCR OF CASE; ^ #»nTT< 4 fiC« I t 

U S. VS. CASIO TKSSCA. Violation Section^ 11 , U. . • / 

Sending Obscene literature through ualla. —L'ZJb ±4 

- i x^ t ^ ~ * I 

rACTS DEVELOPED; 

November 27th. As per instructions, I was engaged during the 

entire day fn the u. B. District Court, at the trial of the above 
named defendant. The case went to the Jury at about 4.30 P.d. 
and was thereafter engaged v.ith Agent leslie in mingling with tne 
various people in the vicinity of the court room corridor, for the 
purpose of noting the various Anarchists fcnown to be in attendance 

I at the said trial* 

* a*a thp tt. S. Court, where Carlo 

wn-TAmber 26th. Today proceeded to the V 

, . h ., t wa8 learned he would not he 

Tresca was to he sentenced,- hut it wqb i 

. .. A p -• i n judge Goddard's Chambers* 

sentenced until December 4th, 4.15 P » ^ 


cone* or this report furnished to. 

L M °Nnp;tap - a - Mel 




°*c , 

(PACES ’ f 


BUREAU or INVESTIGATION 

MOV 30 1923 

j DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 



ROUTED TO: 


fh<- 






\ J 


'• I 


-( ! 


r 


Sfpartotfnt of 3luBtta, 

Uurf m nf 3 m»fiU 0 atUuu 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


0£c 


^23 


November 31st, 1933. 





Refer to Mr. Kocrw^ r 1 

UiC 1S2SA.M 


^Go> r 


Director Wm. J. Burns, 

Bureau of Investigation, 

Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. R!2 ocfdj:d ::rorzzD _ 

Dear Sir:- 

Re: U.S. vs CARLO TRESCA, Violation 
Sec. 311, U.S. 6.0. - Forwarding 
Obscene Literature through the 
United States Malls. 

In connection with the above entitled matter, 
Spool al Agent Lenon is under subpoena to appear at 
New York on the 26th instant, at 10:15 A.M. 

As it appears from the reports of the New 
York office that Assistant United States Attorney 
Mattuok will insist on the disclosure of the name of 
the informant who sent for certain books, later for- 
warded by us to the New York office, I would be glad 
to have specif io instructions from you in line 
with SAC Letter No. 236, dated February 33rd, 1933, 
initialed JEH. 

Will you, therefore, give me the neoessary 
instructions, which will fully proteot Agent Lenon 
if he should be pressed either by the attorney for 
the -defense or by Assistant United States Attorney 
Mattuok for the name of this informant? 

It is needless to say that I hope a situ- 
ation of this kind will not arise again, but if the 
name of this particular informant was exposed, I 
belflleve that' I would get no more information from 
sources in the Pittsburgh district, whioh have been, 
-as you well know, of the greatest value to the De- 
partment-in the past. > - 


/ 


nil/ JuM iCE 


RBS:N 


Yours very truly, 

j/j? S3. 

R. B. KPENCER, 

Speoial Agent In Charge. 
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Instructions from \;e^t in 7>renr an. (V • 1“ T^. :-I lb- 'f 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT . Y. JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


DATE WHEN MADE. ! PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: RtPOftT MADE BV; 


l?ew York city |U/ 29/33 i H/26-27/3S’ .Joze ^ .g -csa 


=3. T3. TifT.-vm-r j nn, :* •. 2. , v..- 

7 13“!"" I 1 '$ TiI'7'V. • u’b. ’ Th.C' |T Cr 1T T ' ' ' T ‘ ' ' ; j’ 1 ' ' ' j ] ’ ITT 3 - 


it Uevv y or 1 : ; 


( \ / 3 j j 


Jiefsrriny to the above -latter last re^rttd --on by writ or | 
on October 19, 1933, for the above mentioned yorif d I 'J on . *ed on th . 
above case, testifying as a witness, subject V in- convicted on cr.e 1 
cdunt, number eiyht, for the advertising cf obscene lit nr .ture in the ! 
"II yartello" issue of June 9, 1933. 

Jud ••:g ooddrrd set November 3G t'-, 1 9 : • a.m., for sent once . 
Continued. 


HBOOVvEE 0 & rti - 


C /~ f ...c, ^ 


msncAU OP ihvestjsation 


CORKS OP TNI* REPORT PURMISMKD T 


NOV 30 1323 


department or jumcE 


routed IdOO'^'H j ««*e ^ .H 


ns h in r to n f b y jTj* j “v or : (T1 



T 3 - onn in 


Instructions from ArEV) t in Gh rr v- 1 


REPORT MADE ATi 

DATE WHEN MADE: 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MAOE: J 

flew York city 

11/ 20/ 23 

ll/26-27/?» i 


-no ye. >u.>- 3 ) 

journal to be made at originating office ONLY 




TITLE AND CHARACTER Of CASE: 

T’ T 7. S. V\ 'Vf'.I.C 33C 1 - VT. T.Vff *' J * Sil, \ 


0 -H 


\lVC)7'' n - if 5T ) IT’’ h: V 11 ! . ■ rnTT l:‘ v ^ T «»*: r. j. ' 


f acts develops d: At IT 0'*7 VOX*’:!; 


/33 


jurin? the above o.>ricCl t 17 :S on - . I *' T . 3. yM orney 

1'attnck as the official interpreter in the tri <1 cf subject m also 
testified as the translator of the obscene liter i-uire sent thro it -h the 
mail by subject. 

I respectfully refer to letter of 3ven a ito sent the bureau on] 
the above matter, for further n artier Lars. 




Instructions :Cro m 

This case originated at ' ! 


Journal, to be made at originating office only 


DATE WHEN MADE: , PERIOD KOR WHICH MADE: WTOftr »ML:: BY. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. Nov. 30 ,1923 Nov.20,192t 


.ft* *) • h.’ * 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OP CASE. 


U.S* vs- 1 CARLO AIJICA - 


Ax 1 ICU YCPAC, IUY. 


I i ol n tx o n 4^11 , ‘J • o • C • c i 

I'Cir.'-L^vVi- 'V. v b^oc-nu Liter-*.- 
1 1 tr o t }. tv o jl. h. J . iviila, 


/ ,v 3 ) 


Office* Pile Ao.UVV-A.a. 


With reference to former reports undo in Aio - b ov c untitled: 


Agent received a writ of subpoena to appear in the United 
States Court in Pew York City, to testify in bids Ca.se on November 
26th, 1923. 

Up Oil my arrival in Pew York City, X reported to A^ent Scully, 
registered as per instructions , and then accompanied agent Scully to-, 
the office of Assistant United States Attorney ''attar;!:, v;here a con- 
ference was held with postal authorities and prospective witnesses* 

During the balance of the day, I: ov ember 20 th, and throughout 

the following day, November 27th, I was in Court during the trial. 


i Agent testified in rebuttal on the afternoon of the* SGOOJfld 

* D DO NOT WNITt IN THFSe SPACT 3 ( 

: day, November 27th. Particulars of V& i&n 


day, November 27th. particulars ox 

v the oase will be reported,in full, by BUREAU cut INVEtjIaATlWr-- ^ 


Agent Soully of the New York 


office. Cb' i* /i23 r 


CLOSED at Pittsburgh, Pa. 


--- 7 j — id: I 

.OUTOK* '/ 


CONTE* OF THI* KKPCmt FUftMJ»HCO TOi 


Bureau-3; New York -2; Pile-1. 



HJD-H3K 


—A 


Jnat (©fixrr Bpjiartmrnt 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 

3®asl|ttujtrm 


December 1, 1923. 


Hon. W. J. Burns, 

Director, Bureau of Investigation, 

Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. / 

//- / 'v 0 

Dear Mr. Burns: 1 r H 

I have your letter of the 28th ultimo, in connection 

with the Carlo Tresoa case and thank you for the information. 
The matter will have appropriate attention. 

Very truly yours, 

H ti § fei^itor^M 



Instructions rec'd 3prc. A?:t. in Ch-?. loti". e rix-.n . - 
... Bureau 


Thi* cask originated at 


Boston, Mas s. 

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE. 


JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


DATE WHEN MADE. PERIOO TOR IVHICH MADE. REPORT M AOC BY 


i U/22r£8/-23. ..-Lcksxlas li. Hoyt. 


> i Violation Sec. 211.U.S. C,. C. 

U. S. vs. CARLO 'TRASCA: Forvju ruing Obscene Literature 

: Through the United Sta tea Hails. 


He vi York, H. Y. 


Boston Css e #101/508 


on 


Reference is made to Bureau letter anted Rovernber 20,1923, 
initialed C 115-2-0 1. -Wash • 

Agent on subpoena from Will is m Hayward, United States Attorney 
for the Southern District of l, T ew York proceeded to Hew York on 
Uovember 25,1923, accompanied by 


f f who translated letter which was sent by Agent to 


(subject. 


Agent testified in the above case giving evidence as to obtain- 
ing and forwarding of letter and money order for books as advertised 
in Tresca r a paper ”Il M^rtello", these books being those of which sub- 
ject was charged with sending through the mails. 

Gopy of letter and paper previously forwarded and marked * 


as exhibits. 


’ T ' ‘-.rTV u r 


The jury found subject guilty before Judg^g^^^^ J&g / ? 


|Merai Court, Southern District of 

fcal^ork. ^■■^^■^^fenformant was ^ ^fe^^v=*n*AT»o« h** -: 

fi:X ^ Wlp 1 

not put on as a witness as evidence 

given by Agent was deemed sufficient rotted to. 




' ■- .> T 


oopin of TKt* report nm ^m m o roi 


*| Washington 5: Boston 2 * 

" r : 'm:& 7~ ~ 


J m jkl*44-. 

•Vtl.LV^lS 

• *>/,«•• .rMrnvL, t 

- n sC 7 . i_ 




6mcE or 

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 


TELEPHONE. BAHCLAY 8160 


department of Sfastto 

Jiurtau of SnbMrttgation 

15 PARK ROW, 14TH FUOOR 

New York, N. Y. 


post office box 24i 

City Hall itatiom 



rjirector , 

^rureau of investigation, \t tent ion J 'r. j* ■]. soever 

T)op ar t nent of jus t ice , :ie • TV ”J." ' V;”. b irTo of, 

77 ash i n«*t on, j. j • Vi o 1 a 1 1 c n J c . ° 1 : , y. *5 . 

0 . * . , -or ;v • d L . v . > bs c on e 
Tiiter.i tnr o "h r o e ■ h tb o 

De ar •> i r : , H ni * 0 ^ “ 1 1 o s r- ii i f _ 

V rc n t S ei 1 1 y I n f c ra a ’ ::C that tv. r Utr oh, 
t-'St. ’j. n* ittorney, stated, that due to a rosiest made 
by 0 on rr c s s n an m lorio T, an;uar < i i a , f ar 1 c yre a c* a 1 o tj c n te n c e 


will be d q f or r c d from t oc : ay u r: til 1 1 : f >. .1 ■ : * m . , ; i t/ur it uv , 



fc- 





I am attaching hero to a cou;/ ol‘ 
a letter received from our Pittsburgh of- 
fice and a copy of a letter \vh ic n I ad- 
dressee. to ilr* Brennan concerning thi3 
Tresca matter. 

It is too unfortunate for words 
that our Pittsburgh office shuulu have 
handled the situation, in this way. As the 
informant is not to our Pittsburgh 

office and is employed by somo private in- 
dividual, I suppose that it would be im- 
possible to ascertain his identity. liaybe 
Lir. Brennan can solve the aifficulty by 
taking the matter up with the Assistant 
United 'State s Attorney at hew *ork. 


it aspect fully. 








jr.ii/im 




Hr* !*• Jm Bronriiiti, 

P*0« Bon «**1 « iiit,, 1 Hull oU-tiou, 

Hew iorn p H.i. 

Pour bir: 

i Oil t ti;i( • to jJU ilvi'UUj.lu L 30 uy oJ a CuTil- 

•QU'ii jutioa Wi iuii a /.uvu j iul x' -ooxVo- iV-jlu du.- wai/ai^h of- 
fiou iolativo to t.:u Uufu-'tui^.tu UjVj. tj oud - iouuu by 

thO UUintOiliyUUt ... Jl.'vOr .’..ij;. Cut. a xt o/l’iuO ju-!iulod 

the roiraoot for ov A uui*oj to bo u-«u in tin- frojc:.. uuua* 

I woaia ...pro 3 into it 1 a* y u .;oulu i ..no tnia untt 
up with ^asitftiiiiL Hnilud btatjo ..tturuoy ^iutt.un u ..d explain 
vary fulxy to hia tiu oxtu.-t to.t ..:m tuo :tib-.ri* ( 4.uux:<- uitautuon 
in ..Min the Barouu iu j, In sou.* x h ato vury 3truajly 3oj*dor.wmd 
to *-ir. Jpou.jor p tuo *- N ';uut in .1 ti;o ; n*xaiQY 

in rf iioh ho diruotou this aiivouL* 1 ;...u 1 s-.u l'nuy nt»- 

proolite too position in wJiiu^ it h.s ; *h.j d ..;r* nnttualc* it 
iu ruoat unfortunate uuu t of joaruu, uo >a .u>t rofiout credit 
upon tiie Bai'ouu* I don’t Lolivo, i*u.jevur p tnut it will ever 
happen it(>iii v at least not at fitt uburp;. 

Will you kindly loo 1 .: into thi.; .»i tuution at onoo and 
advise no what oan to Uonj jj c*3 ..ut t> L.tporii the a use os if ul 

proa© out ion of tlio Truiou o^ao. 


Very truly your« t 






jptparimEnl of fustics 

Bureau of ^nufsttgatam ^ 

HJashingirtn, 1- GJ. 

JZ/j=& &r-/ 

*IL- <aT.au tr i, ‘.V cSTigai.cn 

WQJw. ( 1923 Pi iv I 

Vui «.t I L i*T Vt JUoTICE 

November 21, 1923L- 

i Moover FILE 

^0 r,-J.DU;-: APR Lit. HOOVBR — ■ 


Attached hereto please find a further letter 
from Pittsburgh relative to the Tresca matter, Spencer's 
three reasons for the action taken by him appear to be ex- 
tremely weak. His first reason to the effect that inasmuch 
as the Bureau's letter stated Tresca was being prosecuted 
in low York, that he assumed he had already been indicted, 
does, not appear to bo based on common sense, or the facts in 
this case. Prosecution does not always, or usually, commence 
with indictment ; as a matter of fact Tresca had been taken 
into custody and hearings had been held before the Commissioner. 

It should be further noted that the Bureau letter of 
instructions to doenocr nnd Letherman distinctly stated that, 

"in order to secure further evidence to be used against fresco, 
at the trie 1 taut an attempt be made by offices outside of the 
State of I'cw York to secure certain pamphlets or booklets, etc". 
Th is would seem to preclude any misunderstanding. 


In the second reason he again repeats the statement 
tj/it the Burc-'u*:; reference to an Italian informant is a partial 
excuse "or his action. The Bureau's letter stated, "It will be 
necessei’y that this attempt be made by an Italian speaking agent 
or by s in* agent ' ho could command the service of some reliable 
Italian infer:! ■ i it” . This would ordinarily seem to imply that 
the agent or any other person who secured the books would be re- 
quired to testify at t..e trial. The only reason why the words, 
"reliable It. l.imni informant" , were inserted was that in the event 
t.h~t an egent couid not speak or write xtalian it would be 
necessary, of course, for him to secure some Italian person who 
could i repare a letter ordering the pamphlets and booklets for 
h i m . 

# His t^j rd reason to the effect that he had been in- 
structed to advice the Hew York office by telegraph at the time 
the none;; order for the publications was forwarded, and that he 
judged from this instruction that the lew York office was to 
proceod in their own. way, apparently needs no Icomment . It ap- 
pear? to indicate more imagination than judgment. I believe 
that if ins teed of forwarding reasons of this «i*ture he would 


//-/ 33 r-/ 6 ? 



) 


11 / 21 /::; 3 


sir irlv vi-.L'f. hie -.-ror, he ould place himself in ?. far 
Volt, v H;ht. 

I j rcvio'.inlv informed you, toe Boston of- 
•Tice. who received exactly the came. letter as was sent 
to !. it t abur^b acted rropcrly thereon, and both the^agent 
•md italiMn" inforr ant’ who co-operated there are available 
for m-t r rai’ce in he- York at the trial. 


h- spec t fully , 


9 


4 

*v v 


tient cl 3v 4 ’ 

telegram received 



Burns • 

Attention two Carloa Trescar sentenced to term one year 

one day ball continued until Monday, will appeal. 

Brenna* 


Heceived 2 : 10 /p-ni. 

Decoded - WAS ■ 

- ■ i 

To Director j 2:25 p*nw 
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SPECIAL AGENT JN CHARGE 


TELEPHONE. BARCLAY 81S0 


department of STuiitut 

JSurcau of 3 Jnbe£ttgation 

is park Row, Mth Floor 
Wew York, N. Y. 


Dec. 8, 1823. 


-•are * s o ' - ijvv .b i: it i o m . jt J'r. J . J. "o ovcr 

art W'- t r r y;; t ice . a ;8 • ", 3 • T /3 . S\i7T0 frOSCU — 

j n*:io-' , j. Violation jog. 21 L, m 3 * ^ C- , 

•’orv/araini? Obscene Literature 

f- . r 3 ir : fhrouyb the ynited states ra ils, 

jenfirminj: ny telegram of even date, ^arlo Tresca 
was -m tor ced to *± to rn of i nprisonmen t of one year ana one 
t \ U v by jiotriot .nose cedaord in the latter’s chambers 

to-; •/’. L 0 c - 1 r d $>• the ’colwortk "hiildiny. ^ ^ . 

o; -t. j. \ttornr' "attach went into detail 
concernin'- 'rosea' s career and exhibited to .Tuduc aodvird 
trans Lati o m rt v '.nous articles appearin'- in the columns 

of * t 1 .‘telle-' fh? defendant’s attorney, content, ashed 
that ‘fronc a ho Hrm a fine. itternoy foorye for don ~mttle 
.an : ton :ra-:: T n)i 'icmllo “afuardia also r> leaded "or td’e do fend - 
■ t pt, i : t that tva; h ./> known him for a number of roars and 

V; ;r < ' of his id vo cat in : Violence. aft nr a consider- 
ed ir Hse-Scim on .v-th aides, Judye model ard ashed nrescu if’ he 
v ~ iv; t I'-rj.'d 1 1. ! • .:Yi answorira in the affirmative, 

-o ffi.r rbos M 1 ;ho .yes his wi fe , whersueon Tresca des- 
i si ief Hi ca ; mmr a irloy Hynn /to was present. THt, after 
•' jM’’ -'-Tea ti osi a . V- admitted th 4 he had been livjn.y with 
her 'or a aariod eov'rin.: about twelve years as a common law 
-.vi'"'-' vi that bin Lemil v/ife aiid he Hu-- separated, but that he 
aas contributing money toward the support of their child, 
jm;*!; v>rio r to the -assiny of sentence, ^resca made an anneal 
"ov lenivmcr. yhamuen yr. Huttrch stated that he agreed with 
~>rosca mmvifi aa '•••• b . if tor s ;rvin~ .fail sentence, he would 
'voimf; aril’ lei -Ho united jt. rfces.- yroscu thereupon stated, 

*:.i for ‘ i : ho rot urn to Ttal" world mean that he would be 
V lied . 
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OFFICE OF 

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 


Telephone, baaolay BlfiO 


department of Justice 

bureau ot Snbcstigation 

15 Park row, Mth floor 
New York, N. Y. 




Dec. U, l'J23. 


pir r > ct or, 

u ur c ;.tu o T r,v e :i t i ~ ■at ion, j.tj. on t ion i .r , j . * pop vor 

0~-'' j r J r . ,n t of >T:ticc, TT-r* ' r . *f. - 'ys. ^afXoyTrGQG'n - 

/■mb 5 n^ton, j. 0 . Violation -300. 211, T h 0. 0. 0. , 

’Or.var:Unr: obscene yattcr 
?hrou£h the ’jnited jtatos ".ails. 
Lear My: (u^berto hieri^ 

2 <.rlo ,’rnsca yms surrendered tc the 1 J. 3. var - 

i 3 h.il Vv „tcr*i v ucrnin'v by his bondcj’Tian and ai'tor a wait of 

nr actio *1 ly m r-n tiro 'ay he vj is re leaned under a new bond, 

tMs tire in the oU-T of five thousand dollars, pending his 

an 'oal. 


’’he case 

of 

’Trnbe 

rto Pieri, 

who t 

estified in 

sea's boh di uurin 

th e tr i 

a L several 

weeks 

u.po and who 

i : v ne i i rear 0 n si <111 t? 

for 

tho 

nlacin-r 01 

1 the 

obscene bocks 

the *•, rails, wa.: 

i taken 

before the 

brand 

Jury early to 


bay and an indictment secured charging hin with a violation 
oi’ Section 211, n , 3. The only witness called before 

the "-rand J^ry w is " ost c.i.iica inspector ’'eon. \ warrant 
wi 1 1 00 issue d .or the arrest of this i n d i vi d na 1 w i th in a 


short tire and \sst . * . r- 
ricve for -a speedy trial. 


O.t ; : vh * % r - * ij or tNYtwic ,0 * 

:i_U5 ’" . DtC t2 IW.'A.M : 

I t ur Jti*» * il'E 


ytt or ney /'.it tuck states he will 


^vory trut<7 


neiiaL^ydnt in Ob 
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SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 


i 


nO-EPHONI. BARCLAY 8160 


department ot justice 

bureau of Jfnberftijptfon 

15 Park Row, 14 th Floor 
Hew York, N. Y. 


a 

Oec. 14 , lyn.v. 


"Ji 

n -r 
C 

i 

T>Gar Ur: 


a 

ji ( |G ? *\ ,3. V :3 • Uarlo ?resc.‘i, 710 - 

; -V ; ' 1 Atii: I -suction - 11 , ,r . U. ')• , 

* •or., xj-ti in- r uacone y i tora^ ure 

*?Tiro;’ *h the 'i to cl ;tutcs vails. 


■■•oncarninu the ’0 SJi uj iit ies of instituti nr: de- 
.,v C0 -vfn -.j muin-.t u^lo ^roiici, y am iruormaa, 


IV.' U t J. ■ J. V ' .iTOCiJ j: - I M -•* ; -*1*1 • Li •* -‘ * w ” t 

•ico'. -di n 1,0 t-’v i Titian rules, ’rosea cannot b*? do nor ted 
. rv-i ilt u -iu x co tint conviction. T am •ivotin.* below 
r ro •, - ip c t't 4 . ,v r at i o n ..eipil itious, sub-division one, 

o r t -r ; ' 1 (■'): 


i:;n ot 
vic-ti 


yt 


CO 1 

iv ' \i 
so oot 
:>h U1 


:.li who ’iijr; be sentenced to imprison- 
i term of jiio 7e -r or more because of coo- 
? 7 Jr country o a crime involving moral 
s ’C'i alien has been card ones or 
1ud :v> sentencing him ’'.to recomentlou 
3 . 0 ' irtmetit, at tho time cf imposing sentence 
t.* : ' f-lrtv have thereafter., that he be not 
tc 7 limitation — that the c- imo shall have been 
1 1 j a •/ t h in iv s ; a *r s ait er m t ry ; ro trosuect- 
i 1.h ro ;• .eat to time or entry, out not retro- 
iv. ji ■> ivsuect to conviction; deportation 

ur it. til termination of imprisonment. 


(i) 


t . c } n 
c 11 a;- ; 

vc iv j 
o ; , r ! o 
re com 
-b c :i n 
he he 

;jth 

iv: 

not v- 


• ’J t a oc 

:Uen vf'C -lav oe sentenced more than once 
riconrjenl tor a term of one year or more Le- 
ri conviction in tKis country of a crime in- 

• oor • 1 tur pitude, unless such alien has been 
, .! or :.h -3 court or i^dye sentencin.fr him has 

' r. d :i • . to tiy-j deo.artmnn t , at the time of irn- 
sontmeo or within SO days thereafter, that 
ict d 'Ort-itt ; no limitation; retrospective 
; sun ct tc time of entry, but rot retros pect- 
r.-.:; Mj ot to conviction; deportation shall 
c ‘ cted until termination cf imprisonment. 




r \ nr records fail to show any information v/hutso- 

gv r thr. won. In tend to nrovc that frosca has, prior to his 
ores jnt conviction, boor, sentenced to a term of imprisonment 
hot more than one .. our. fherof oro, J do not believe that any 
action can he taken a.-iins't this Individual alon*? the nroposed 
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Instructions from in charge Brennan. ( N £* File NO* R-115-B) 

THJS CASE omCINATED AT NOWYOrfe, N- Y. JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFF ICE ON LY 


REPORT MADE ATi 

New York City i 

DATE WHEN MADE: 

12/22/23 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 

12/22/23 

REPORT MADE BY; 

W. r. palmera 


TtTUC AND character of case. 


IN RE: V. 3. Y3. CARLO TRESCA - VIOLATION SECTION 2U, U. 3. C. C., K)Ki 
WARDING OBSCENE MATTER THROUGH THE UNITED STATES MAILS- 


FACTS DEVELOPED! At New york: . . / ? < 

{ ' (3^-' 

Special Agent Dominick Di Rocoo turned oyer to me for trans- 
lation some literature sent to him by Carlo Tresca through the mail. 

The literature oonsists of one raffle book containing twenty oonseoutivt 
ly' numbered tickets running from no* 117271 to 117290. on the tickets 
the following is printed: 

ANNUA! VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION ON BEHALF 0? MARTSLLO FOR 
THE YEAR 1924. > 

1st prize - 5100 in gold 

2d " .$25 » " 

3d " $25 " 

4th " *20 worth of books from our library 

5th " 1 10 ****** n IT n 

The drawing for the prizes will positively take place 
on January 19, 1924. Those who answer our appeal will 
punctually get the prize they are entitled to as they 
did last year, price - 25 ots. 

It also contains a leaflet stating; 

"Latest Hour - November 24, 1923. 

Seizures and Trials OORded & iNni'vjyj 


"The issue No. 43 of Mart© Ho, dated 

Nov, 24th has been held up 7 

by the postal Authorities. nxMwy 

It contained a debate that ^ 

Carlo Tresoa fftgo sum) had * U *" AU 

wfrth the fascist newspaper 
•The Thought,* of Leghorn, 

Italy. _ PCWt 
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■ "and inviolable person also in America. 

"In one month three issues of Martelio have been held 
up. we have come back to the exceptional war times. 

At that time all the subversive newspapers were perse- 
cuted without exception. Today, though, Martelio is 
the only one to have the honor of being aimed at for 
its courageous anti-fascist campaign. If you do not 
receive the newspaper, or if you receive it with delay, 
you know the reason why. 

"Do not desert - Do your duty by standing solidly by 
Martelio. 

”B y CABLO TRT3SCA" 

It also contains a miniature edition of "II Martelio" contain- 
ing an article by Carlo iresca, stating that "as the subversive papers 
have to depend for their existence on voluntary contributions and enter- 
; tainmects more than on subscribers, the Martelio readers are urged to 
sell the raffle tickets." 

! A monthly supplement devoted to the diffusion of science, to j 

! the anti-religion fight and to the propagation of ideas, is promised for, 
- 1924. it ends thus; j 

i 

"We fraternally greet you for the social revolution and for tho 
libertarian idea." Another article entitled "persecutions, " states, tha J ; 
as Mart el Id is "a thorn in the eye of two governments - the fascist gov- 
ernment in Home and the Republican in Washington - it has been made a 
target at the instigation of the Fascist prinoe saetani." it also 
contains commendatories of Tresoa* s good work from paolo sohiochi and 
Srrloo Malatesta. 

• There is also a financial statement of Martelio, showing a 
jdefiolt of $2744,81 up to October, 1923. 

There was collected by Martelio from January 1st to October, 


7 — 1 1 *. 


) 
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1923: 


t?op Political Victims in Italy - $2246.22 
For Sacco & Vanzetti - $1012.82 

For freedom of Speech at Waterbury, Conn. - $179.40. 

On the last page there is a list of books (more or less 
radical and anti-religious) to be given for presents to the best con- 
tributors. 

The whole literature, with the exception of the raffle 
ticket, is attached to this report for the Washington file. 


' V 

!' 






Case originated l?V v Iffio© - Journ ix Made. 


NSW YORK, K.Y « 

TIT1.E ANfj CMARACTTR Or CASE 


PERIOD FOR WMi: H MADE j REPO* E BY: 


12/26/23 12/19/23 j DOklNICK DI ROCCO /, 


i ' i,: Viola tion^feotion“sU, U.S.C.C., Forwarding Obscene Hatter 

Through the U.3. Malls. 


/ 3 ?>T 


Pursuant to instructions received I 
proceeded to the Pennsylvania Station at 5:35 P.M. and watched for 
Tresca, who was reported to be leaving for Steubenville, 0. on the 
6:05 P.U. train, however, Tresca aid not put in an appearance. 
Telephoned this information to Bureau ofiice end was instructed to 
di scontinue. 


Ja « ?"o- 


DO NOT WRITS IN THESE SPACES 


' m/jj.-i-. 


Dan r.=i« 


department op juvncc | 1 

ITED TO: 

roc 1, 


OtVfSlON 


; COPIES OP THIS REPORT PURNISMTO TO: 

j WASHIHGXOH (3) HilYJ YOaX (E) 



O-SpHONE. BARCLAY 8160 


SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 


department ot %fi 

bureau of Snbeattgatum 

15 Park Row, 14th Floor 
New York, N. Y. 


Deo. 29, 1923- 


Director , 

Bureau of investigation, 
Department of justice, 
Washington, d. C- 

Dear sir; 


Attention Mr. J. E. Hoover 
fta : U.’ T. 79. Umberto^rieri- 
Violation sec. 21 i, U. S. C* 
C - -forwarding Obscene Liter- 
ature Through the p. S« Mail 


Street. 


L-i 

/3tt 


Deferring to my recent correspondence con- 
cerning the above named, who, as you are aware, is the 
trusted lieutenant of Carlo Tresoa (recently convicted 
under the same statute), was taken into custody by u« S- 
Deputy Marshals last evening at his office, 304 East 14th 


IUeri was later arraigned before U. S. Judge 


Bondy and bail was fixed at the sum of $1500, which amount 
wa 3 tendered by a surety company ahd Uieri released.* no 



Ins tructions -of 


.gt, in Charge Brennan: f "" .Pile E-115-2. 


This case originated at 


New York,U.Y. 


Journal to be made at originating office ONLY 


DATE WHEN MADE: I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: | REPORT MADE »Yj 


N£U YOK£,U.Y. 12/31/23 12/31/23 V/ILLIAH HALPH PAXMBRA 4 / 


mu AND CHARACTER or CASE: ■ 

RE: U.S. VS CARLO TH3SCA 

Viol. Sec. 211, U.S.C.C. Porw rding Obscene Literature Through 
the U.S. Hails. 

PACTS DEVELOPED: ( / / \J 

In the columns of ”11 Hartello”, issue 
Mo. 46, dated December 22 nd, 1923, there appears two entire pages 
devoted to the subject^ trial and bis sentence of ”a year and a 
| day. 1 ’ 

The first article by Luigi Quintilliano, 

N 

entitled "LE'f Us« GUT TOGETHER", deals wi Hi the usual phraseology 
-against Liussolini and his evil means to get those opposed to Fascism. 
Ibe writer states that Ambassador Gaetani provoked Tresca's arrest 
for his article "Down with the Monarchy" which appeared in Martello 
of Hay 5 th, 19 23, but that in order to avoid a sensational trial in 
which the Savoy House's private affairs would be djs€(tssed. Prince 
Gaetani influenced the State Department so that the Postal Autbor- 
I itie 8 and the uepartment of Justice might find a charge of postal 
law violations. 


"The three departments were not the only 


ones represented in Court. They wer e aided dq»°tw«t. 
by a spy, Joseph Spoea, who for 11 

' MJNEAU OF IMVKOTOATIO* 

fttonthe hod worked in the Uartelo . 


IN these spaces 


If 1106 

*ihere w 


as one of the comrade 3 . And 
laa a young District Attorney, 
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! NKW YORK , N . Y . 12/31/23 U.S. VS CARLO fRKSCA wTrT^SM^ A 

! 

who to assure himself a career, put all his young ardor in project- 
ing, as an cinamatograpbic film, the activities of Carlo Tresca in ’ 
20 years of Labor Uovemont . fT 

The second article entitled delation of a Dis- 
j honest ana Shameful Persecution” and signed "The Reporter,” relates ! 

! all the discriminations committed hy the postal authorities against | 

j II Liartello from the month of August, 19 23 on: J 

i The folloving excerpts are translated and respect- j 

t ^ j 

I fully submitted: j 

! -»■ ”The United States Government was represented by , 

District attorney Llattuck and Carlo Tresca by ex-Assistant Federal j 

District Attorney, Htrold Content* The courtroom was filled with 

i 

spies, Department of Justice agents, Bomb Aqued men end an army of 
postal inspectors. The government's osae was conducted by Agent j 

Scully, that one who knows the mystery of Salsedo’s death. This J 

i 

man v/as there to suggest, to advise, to assist District Attorney j 

liattuck. Joseph Sposa testified, etc* ©td* ••*••• | 

"Humbert Uieri courageously and honestly deposed J 

that it was he who wrote the addresses on the packages, who received 
the money from the buyers, who had ordered the books end received 

j J them from Ctaly, etc j 

j | "The jury after two or three hour* deliberation, 

| V found Tresca guilty .... and they could not do otb|r*i«a, those poor 
jurors. All good people, 10$ Americans, lovers^ order and law, 


( 


; HBVsr YOrii; t ii • y # 12/31/23 u.s. vs cahlg tkssca w.a. palmiea | 

■ 

they were told by the district attorney that Tresca was efV 
bombardier anarchist, a dangerous agitator, sly, intelligent; they 
were told^ 'l)o not let this man go, for he will climb -upon jfrf-C 
roof of his house and will cry out with all the strength of his 
voice that he has beaten this government once more." 

"On December 8th, there was a meeting in Judge 
Goddard’s chambers and the district Attorney made, etc." 

(What follows is a faithful narration of v.h&t took 
j place in the Judge’s Chamber.) 

The third article entitled "The Tresca Case and the j 
"Corriere D f America." at d signed "Bgo Sum (Tresca’s Pseudonym) con- | 
tains a personal attack against Barzini’s newspaper, attacks Caminita j 
as the real spy and instigator against Tresca acd ends with the 
following words: 

"Oh yes, Tresca said he was not an anarchist. Well, 
Tresca is not an imbecile. You know it. The district Attorney 
knows it, also; it was he who said to the jury. Tresca is a brill- 
iant and superior mind. He is as sly a man as ever there v;as. 

n He had to state that he was an anarchist to oblige 

I 

spies like you rnd the Pacists in Italy and here. The department 
j,£f Justice was there in full force, as they say in English, to grab 
-|fresoa by the nech r.nd say nAh ’ state to be an anarchist? Well 

-then ifillia Island for you. * 

"That spy of Caminita knows that it Tresoa had been 
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i 

i 


brought to the Island he would not h&ve been freed by request of the j 
Department of Justice, for Ur. Bums does these things only for spies; 
and confidential men like Caminita* j 

"Carcasbes of*Corrieri D’America*, you know as well j 
as we do that what was wanted v. as the deportation of Carlo Tresca toj 
satisfy upon him, in the martyred Italy, the thirst of revenge \ 

that gnaws fascism. 

"fhe dough was baked without a hole. That bearded | 

j 

Tresca is cunning - don't you think so? And he is here, in his j 

'“family, to fight with calm, and while he is waiting to go to jail, j 


he tells you: Spies, put your heads down.” 

A cooy of this issue was given to this agent by 
Ilr. Bowen, to v.hom it is returned to be transmitted to Washington. 
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Ina true t ions of Spo. 


st. in Chsrga Drennsn: 
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New York ,N. Y. 

This case originated at 9 

JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 

REFORT MADE AT: 

NEW YOKE, IKY. 

DATE WHEN MADE: 

12/28/23 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE; 

12/22/23 

REPORT MADE BY: 

DOUIUICK DI ROCCO 


TOTJE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: * 

RE: U.S. VS CARLO \"RSSCA - VIOLATION SECTION 2U.U.S.C.C. FORWARD- 

XHG OBSCSKii UATTiSK THROUGH jEK UNITED SlAYbS UAHS. 


FACTS DCVCLOKSi 

Tod received from Carlo Trasca’s office 
at 304 iu. 14th Street, this city, some literature and a raffle hook 
containing SO consecutive numbered tickets from 117,271 to 117,290 
to be sold. All of this matter was brought to the bureau office 

and turned over to Agent William Ralph Palme ra to be translated. 

His translations of seme will be incorporated in a separate report 
dated December 22nd. 

Continued. 
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January 4, & 


Fr. vtm k. Landis, 

Second \ss t • ccmml so loner , 
\U 3. Oepartmoot of labor, 
plli3 Tolnnd, row v ork. 

Dear sir*. 


Ho « u. 3 * v». Carlo fresoa - 
Violation 300 . £11, T7.3.C-C*, 
■forwarding o bacon a Literature 
Through the united states Fall 


Referring to your letter dated January 
vmk— 1924, requesting certain Information concerning Carlo Tracoa ^ w 
who was recently sentences to the federal penitentiary at 
Atlanta for a year and u day, you are advised that the reoordo 
of this offioa show tho following; 

That Tresoa during the year 1920 made a state** 

ment at police Headquarters, this city, to the effect that.Jm^-4 

.f c - • had arrived in the united statoB sixteen years ago on the ?3v'8^ V 
Tourraino of tho prenoh line and that his birth plaoe ia--- 3 aBion-** 
la, Provinoo of vguila. Central Italy. ^ ~ 

Durirjg hia recent trial, while under oro««- t 
examination, ho admitted that he was an alien, a ouMfot ox 
Italy. T y o i 3 not known to have used at any time aiiaa, ai- 
though ho is often referred to by his oomreees as "carlucoi. 

Hio w~+ jy r>i i is 4 tn dt* , flow York City, 

at which plaoe he reniaea with mi»t*beth hurley fiynn whom -he ;* - — 7 
, : designated prior to sontonoe as hia pommon-law wife , . aftefr/tA<v> ^y\r 

-'b " mitt ing tc U. 3. Judge Coddard that he was legally marri#d“arid V 

had one child, but had boen separatea Truro-m.* £*-*•■* -.r-mtw*--; - ■ 1 
her of years. 

It i 3 to be noted that after hia conviction 
Trcoca engaged soully of this office in conversation and 

* informed him that ho was well aware that the immigration *uth-' 
orities could not institute any deportation proceedings against 

h ' lm * - 




YourB very truly, 


C Ji : v 

B-U5-Y 
Ct 7/aoh. 


yd’Jahp j. Bir.nn\K, 

Spooial igont in Charge. 
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PHITAD'IT Hi IA ,PJ 


JOURNAL TO BC MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


REPORT MADE AT: 


DATE WHEN MADE: 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


PHIT.-ADRLPHJ A ,PA 1 5/15/24 3/ll/24 


REPORT MADE BY: 

J. p. TTC SHVITT 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 

CARLO® TR2SCA 


ANARCHIST ACTIVIST ;S 


•TTCTIOII- !!?.. HOOV-IK -2 - 




FACTS DEVFLOREO-. 

AT : 

CARLO IR33CA spoke in Philadelphia, fa., before the 
ITALIA*! PARTY on Sunday, March 9th 1924, at 4th & Pine Streep 

Id his soeech, he combatted the Pascisti. ‘About seventy five persons 
were present. 

Phis conference was held prior to another conference held 
at Garrick Hall, 8th & South Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. , where a RRV • 
CAV. UP?. CELAUHO was scheduled to speak on the same day in behalf 
of the Faseisti movement. However, at the conference where CARLO 
TL23CA was speaking, he suggested that all of the comrades attend 
the conference at which RlV. C3LADR0 would speak and disrupt the 
meeting. This suggestion was carried out and this meeting was broken 
up by the police who cleared the hall. 

CART- TRRSCA also spoke at 11 A. IT. at public Hall, 7th & 
Morris streets, Philadelphia ,Pa. He was received with great ovatioii 
by the audience. He called UU3S0LIIII the greatest Italian clown and 
severely criticised the Italian government. 

f* the se eface» 
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! meeting of Armenians interested in the Hear iiaat Relief. 

At Paine toorisl Hall, 9 Appleton street, there was 

also another Armenian meeting in progress hut not of a radical 
naturo. This hall is ua,..' moat frequently for anarchist and eom- 
munict meetings. 

ford Hall, Ashburton Place, where previous meetings of 
the 3acco-Vanzettl defence Committee have been held and where - 

has spoken, was found closed, as v.as also Tremont Temple, 
in which builai .g .ypolite have! spoke in Janu-ry, last- These 
- apt. eared to he ail of the halls in the city in which a radical 


meeting of any size might be held. informant arreeueu 

to cover the city of Lynn and report on any meetiAg held there. 
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ms mohaki/jm you tin. hoover 

in re : 

CAKIO TRESCA end UMB ,RT0 HI HR I 


During the coarse of the Tresca trial, as 
well as subsequent thereto, and prior to the sentence 
of fieri, Tresca has made many statements to the effect 
that influence would be brought to bear uron the judges 
connected t v 3 th these cases in order that both he and 
fieri mifcht be fined rather than imprisoned. In rare 
instances has Tresca mentioned the names of those whe 
would exert influence for him and his associates. He 
has spoken in a veiled manner of persons at Washington, 

V individuals" close to the Judged e.t cetera. It is known, 
of Cvurse, tiu t La Guardia, who represented him, has 
been very active in his behalf as well es in the behalf 
of Kieri. 



1 ratnci think tiiat Tresca is net really 
sincere in reference to the influence he may command. 

I t; ink that in many instances his statements are for 
the eflcct uron uis associates. He hat referred to 
people in basiiint ton "on the Alert* in his interests and 
those of fieri. Mrs. Song or, he atn ted , has seen Judge 
Hand in his behalf. This anparently availed him nothing. 
Of late, tne name of Senator Copeland has been mentioned 
as an individual who was to be seen by an "inf luential 
’nan” after said "influential man" had "seen the Judge.' 
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M iS M 0 R A J? D 17 M 
in re; 

GAHLO TBSSCA 

Tresca is a well k; ov;n Italian anarchist. 

He arrived in the United States about 1904 or 1905 
on the o.o. "To arraine" , his birthplace being Samonia, 
Province of Aquila, Italy, He has never been natural- 
ized. Prior to coming to the United States, Tresca 
wa.. sentenced to a term cf t o years onder a conviction 
in Italy for his activities there, but escaped from 
that cooji try and rro ceeded to Sw itzerlund • 

In the textile strikes in Lawrence, Mass, 
in 1912 subject was active as an I.UW. organizer and 
played a prominent pert ;n the disorders. 

In January 1913, Tresca was an active leader, 
with Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, of the h.-tel workers’ 
stride in Hew York City, This strike in Hew York was 
accompanied by much disorder and some rioting. Follow- 
ing the no tel workers' strike Tresca was active in 
organising the barbers and in their strike he was a 

leader. This strike was accompanied by considerable 

r 

di sorder . 

v ^ • 
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In 1913 frescn was one of the leaders in the strike 
in tue ll lk mills at Paterson, New Jersey. Paring 
tnis strike in aterson, there was also great 

disorder for v. large part of which 'fresco was respon- 
sible by reason of his speeches and personal activity. 

Daring tnis strike one of the strikers was killed and 
at the grave frosca wos called upon to speai:. He is 
quoted by Dew York newspapers of April 23, 1913, as 
saying: 

"Fejlow workers do not forget the principle of 
the toilers who come from Italy, - For Blooa, 
you. mast take Blood”. 

frescawas indicted in Hew Jersey for his 
participation in the Peterson strike, one of the charges 
against him being for seditious utterances. He was 
acquitted on this charge July 1, 1914. On a third 
charge growing out of the same Btrike, that of causing 
a riot, he v/ou sentenced in the Lower Court to sixty 
dig s imprisonment , but upon appeal the conviction was 
d ismiased . 

In 1914 frescawas active in Hew York City 
where he was associated with Alexander Berk-nan and other 

r 

radicals, faxing advantage of the unemployment situation 
demonstrations were staged throughout New York City with, 
fresca and his companions as the speaker*. These meetings 
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usually ended in the forming; of processions, though 
without police permits, and on one occasion in April 
after a demonstration had be- n made in Union 
Square, T-esca declared to newspaper reporters that the 
police were e fra id to interfere, 

T esci- was an associate also of Caron, Hanson 

qua berg, tnree anarenists who were blown to nieces 

while racking a bomb in a house on Lexin e -ton Avenue, 

I?ew York, during 1914, Following the demise of these 

three men Ires c a was one of the sneakers at a meeting 

heJd in their honor, after which he was interviewed by 

a newspaper reporter. He i- q jo ted as saying, 

"I have no fault to f irfd with him fC^ron). I 
believe in violence. I believe he was justified 
in v.hat ne intended to do. nothing can make me 
believe any otner way than Caron did." 

Tresca led the reporter to believe that the 
bo-mb wnich th^ three men were making was intended for 
John J). Rockefeller, br. 

In 1914 xressa filed suit for divorce, alleging 
tiivt hit wife was- cot a proper person to retain the 
castody of their dhild. Mrs. Tresca filed counter suit 
♦for divorce, nataing as corespondent Elizabeth Parley 
Flynn, bat Mrs, Tresca was refused a divorce. It has 
been reported many times that Elizabeth Uarley Flynn 

■ ' € ■* ■ 
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was Tresca' s mistress. 

In 1115 Tresca was :-ctive in the defense of 

Carbone and Arbano , convicted of placing a bomb in St. 

Paoiich's Cathedral, Hew York City, When interviewed 

by a reporter of the "World" as to the probable guilt 

of the defendants, T esca is alleged to have said: 

"If these defendants are guilty I want to see 
then convicted. I believe in violence, bat 
only in violence when it advances tne cause of 
lsbor." 

This is reported in the He w York "World" of 
April 3, 1115. 

During the trial of Carbone and Arbano, Police 

Ins ^.'c tor Tonne y took tne stand and testified that when 

Carbs.no was questioned subsequent to his anrrehension 

ne told Hr. Tonne y that, 

" He got the idea of planting bombs v/hile 

attending anarchists meetings and hearing fellows 
like Tresca speak," 

Tresca was eksely associated with and a friend 
of Luigi Calleani, the louder of the well-known Oalleani 

group of anarchists in the Hew England district. This 

friendship is revealed in copies of pera>nal correspondence 

addressed by Tresca to Galleani, which letters were seized 

*tn I'll? when Gclleani was arrested on deportation warrant. 

In 1915, while Tresca vas in Minnesota active 
in tne strike in tho iron ore mines in t&rfc etate, one 

V* 



TKHSOA 


of the strikers was snot ond killed, and at the grave 
Tresca w«u called upon for a speech. He is alleged 
to have ad in ini stored t.ie following oath to the re r sons 


present: 

,, j?elj.ev» worker. , I want you tn t->ke the following 
oat:\: *1 pole only swear that if any Oliver gunman 
shoot or wo and any mner, we will take a tooth 
for a tooth, an eye for an eye or a life for a 
life’." 

Tiii a statement was made by Tresca in English 
and the newspaper reporter who wa.: present subsequently 
signified his willingness to testify as to his hearing 
this statement by Tresca* 

In a speech made by Tresca on November 30, 

1J13 during the Iron ore strike in Minnesota he is reported 
to nave told the strikers that they had just began their 
fight and that they could only call themselves victors 
when they had planted the red flag on the mining properties. 
He said; 

"i:cr la straccio comn le stelle ex le stelle ex 
le strappe, nn la handlers rosea del riecatto." 
f K o 1 tho rag with the stars and s tripes bat the 
red flag of oar redemption.) 

He is stated to have closed the speech spying 
that when they nave won this strike and got back to work 
# t hey should save their money, and instruct their children 
to save their money to bay cartridges with which to take 
the mining properties away from the raffiens and dirty 
bosses, and t 'the property beck to humanity to whom 
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It belonged. 

In July Id 16 Tresca was indicted in Minn, 
in connection with the d eath of Deputy Sheriff J. 

Myron during the 1913 strike hut in December 1916 he 
was acquitted of this charge* 

Tresca wac one of the persons indicted with 
will i am D. Haywood , et el, at Chicago, out it appears 
that -Tresca wte never tried., for what reason it dees 
not appe;r. 

Tresca has for a good many years been the 
editor of various Italian radical publications. He is 
at present the editor and publisher of ”11 Martello” 

(The Ham or) rublished in Hew York City. 

In addition to the publication of this paper 
Tresca line also engaged in the distribution of a con- 
siderable number of books and pamphlets upon anarchy in 
the Italian lung nags# 

Tresca has been very active as a worker and 
speaker on behlf of the Sacco-Vanze ttl Defense Committee. 

Tresca addressed a gathering of radical Italians 

at Cwatara , near Hero he y , Pennsylvania, on May 14, 1922, 

* 

during \>hich he said that all governments were corrupt 
and that the people as a whole would be better off with- 
out any government at all. At this point one of the 
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persons asked Tresca whether he was not a socialist 
and in reply subject stated that hewts not a socialist 
hit an onar exist. At this race ting Tresca was very 
careful not to mention or advocate force or violence 
Tresca is usually exceedingly careful and cautious in 
his stotcm-nts, and while he does not openly advocate 
the overthrow of Government by force* his speeches and 
writings tend to convey that thought to any gathering 
of Italian radicals before whom he appears. 

In the issue ox "II Mar tell o" for April 26, 
1919 there arrears on editorial referring to the denorta 
tion of a nunbor of Russians. From that editorial the 
following is quoted: 

"Y/e curse you bourgeoisie republic# You may 
imprison us, y u can blind us, but ideas cannot 
be deported. The ideas we have sown with a 
full hand will germinate - will bear fruit. 

It will be those ideas which will enlighten 
the slaves on whose ample, curved shoulders 
your pretorians are 'today resting. 

Ideas are not imprisoned; are not d snorted; 
they remain# 

YJc curse you oh lying Republic# Y/e denounce 
you before the world." 

In "II Llartello" issue of May 1, 19 21, the 
following' appears; 

"To attain it ( Communism), according to us, it 
"is necessary and sufficient that all be free and 
that all possess the means of production; that 

V-\ - 
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"no one impose hiss own will on another and 
that no one shall oblige another to work for 
;t ln m And it it to realise these conditions 
that v/e believe in the necessity of the 
violent revolution. Once the material obstacle 
(the Gov r ament ) is overthrown all violence will 
be us ole ci: , harmful and crimlna." 

In "II Kar telle" of September 17, 1921 there 
appeared an article "Wolf in Sheep's Clothing", which 
in its own words and by v.ay of quotation from the 
Italian Anarchist rarer "1/manita Enova" was an incitement 
to assassination of the Italian Pascisti Deputy, Bottai, 
who was then in the United States. Subject has for some 
time been active in anti-Pascistl activities and demon- 
strations . 

On August 14, 1923, Subject was taken into 
.custody on the charge of mailing and delivering unma li- 
able matter, through the U.3. nail. He was arraigned 
before Commissioner Hitchcock in New York and hearing 
set for September 26, ana bail set for $1,000. Congress- 
man La Guardia appeared as his counsel. The obscene 
matter formin t the basis of this charge was of an exterely 
improper and vile type. The article in question, appeared 
in t re .May 5, 1923 U sue of "II Martello" which Tresca 
# has edited arid published for a number of years. Tresca 
and "The Kartell o" management- have also printed a number 
of books containing a large amount of obscene matter, 
and have been under eurvei Hence by the Postal Authorities 
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for some time. 

T/eseh was held by the United states Com- 
missioner for the action of the United States Grand 
Jury, was indicted by the Grand Jury, ana after various 
rost pone -non is of his trial was found guilty on November 
27th, 1^23. On December 8th, .is sentence having been 
deferred until that date upon the request of Congressman 
La Guard ia ana others, SvibjDct was sentenced to one year 
and one day by United States District Judge Goddard of 
the Southern District of New York. Subject had been 
represented by Harry Content of New York, and the latter 
as ell as George Gordon Battle and Congressman La Guard ia 
p leaded with Judge Goddard for mitigation of sentence. 
Before parsing sentence. Judge Goddard asked Tresca if 
he was married, and upon Tresca* s answering in the affirma- 
tive, he pointed at Elisabeth Gurley Flynn as his wife. 

Upon further questioning he admitting that he had been 
living with her for a period of about 12 years, having 
been separated from hie wife, to whose support and that 

of hie child, he had been forced to contribute. An appeal 

ps taken by his attorney and Subject was releasedon 
$5000 bond pending disposition of said anpeal. 


March 22, 1924 


M E M 0 R A N D U M 
in re: 


UUBaRTO U12RI . 

The Bureau files disclose little information 
concerning the above mentioned subject. He is known, 
however, to h- ve been a chief lieutenant of Carlo Tresca f s 
fora number of years, having assisted him in the publica- 
tion of "II Ucrtello", well known anarchist journal, as 
well as in the distribution of various anarchistic pam- 
phlets -sent out from headquarters, Nieri has also made 
several propagandist speeches throughout the country, 
enunciating anarchistic principles therein. Both he and 
Tresca are disciples of Malatesta, the noted Italian 
anarchist and have distributed books of the latter in 
this country. At the recent trial of Carlo Tresca, for 
sending obscene literature through the mails, Nieri and 
others attached to the liar tell o staff, made every effort 
to "Save Tresca from conviction. Nieri testified at said 
trial tnat ho, and not Tresca, was responsible for the 
sending of the obscene literature in question through the 
mail • 

. VS*- " . 

Nieri was Indicted under section |£11, U* S. C«0 # 
on the bat is of his testimony asset forth ft^f9,.&nd was 
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I ua attaching horoto a oopy of a memorandum prepared 
fraa the ooati*ut 3 of the files of this Bureau up^n Carlo Ire so* 
nd Usborto Kierl. '-tfie former has bean the sobjeot of extensive 
Invest 4:atlu\s made by the Bureau of Invest igat ion, resulting 
:iry*tol;; in hi. a urrout, trial and oonvlction* During the 
~kg of the Ire ecu trial# aa well as subsequent thereto* and 
to the sentence of I«leri* an associate of Tresoa, Treaoa 
,"f' lo state iont3 to the effeot that influence will be brought 
o bf .r upyr: the Judges connected with these two ouses in order 
flat both he and Sleri rai^ht be fined rather thm Imprisoned. 

* in u nunfcer of instances Treioa mentioned the names of 

o -ort influonoe for him and his associates* he 
■ -ji i u vjilod nann »r of arsons at Kaehington* It is 
; jf v ’se, that representative L&Cuardia* who represented 

: .? very active in his behalf, as well as in behalf 

| h, 1 na.ue of bonutcr Copeland has boon mentioned as an 

r' o «uld be interested in tho case* 

k •; jallltyr those two cs^es to your attention in view 
‘v i and If u su^jot ion might be in order* I sin- 

*-3t th^t o* ry effort .1 il W made to bring about the 
.ica: ' ration <>f both I'rvvca and fieri. Tresoa particularly 

f *r u .t iruabl^s^.j s. ■•■r;»3tor* : 

\ 
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opposition to tiic* capitalist govaromant and to tl.a Becnrlng of oon-j 

tiol of t gOTern-iOiU. lie also, It la .aid, etats# ri ( Ui'3'up to ; 

tho "'orkors thoranolvoa to atop tho capitalistic dictatorship in 
ftaohlogton und all of lac graft that has been exposed there in 

ronom investigation' etating that all the workers of the world are; 

’r 

reepo nni ble for ciritolislJo an* imporiali etic governments. He 
also eoncfcynj-sw f i r. r. in iU»ly, claiming that all monarohistic ' •- 
orp lotions ro at-j-.i-'ing by the f o vernm ont 8 of Italy and France, 
&tui that they, in turn, stand by the cupitaliot government of this 
country* ur'si for trie ra^aon it necessary for tho militant ' 
workers of this? district, as veil as of other countries, to oruah 
such fox : .3 of government and to have freedom for all workers* 

^Loot person? vero preaeDt at tr.la meeting, all 

Italian workers, tin.’ k co H ectic n took place. 


IWr*- t •• t* 



Xnatruo cionu recolvq uo;i 'ipcuial A* fit in Chu, a ietherman# 1. 

This casc originated at -.ontnr' * o- Journal to bc made at orioinating office only 


REPORT M ADC AT: DATE WHEN M ADC: j i'CRIOD TOR WMI 

boston, g. A /;; .,/i *//.<.</ 1 

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE. * 

y...OVw^, : box yA. Stiitlo.* 


box y a, 2 tut io . f , 
lor* City • 


FACTS DEVELOPED. 

itjjnn, *-asa • 


Alien anarchist activities 

iSoaton ill e Ku.lCl/hQd. 


finder '.-ate of April 9th, 1924, Infarinailt submitted *. re;*> rt 
coneerni t p; cur or* C' r .C 1 . /.3CA at : y rs.‘ , Lia3a« , on ilaroh 

cO, 19b4, or. v > icr: () 4: b .« c* i i'ba.ro-'? a fathering lr that city# 2hht 
report r.-.-a submit to ‘ vt isuuet to infer cat ion cowteined in a letter fro 
the "Sew Yorx Cits o*-Mrr of i.V«; Btironu, *ate* March 2d, 1924, initials 
CJS-Vb, to the of foe- 1 Vi:- \ .-CvA bupecte;? td epebfc in Lynn on 

that data. 

xhiij r j ;-i t i; ’ ‘..rnt.^-y to t^ut X t lor tb purpose 
of fur.« t u ,.v,o of ii.for.nnt at V;ut meeting becune-e 

of u.toai lb •_•= doubt t I.. i vr ^nt covering the sane as ervrepee^ in 
letter iiuia tt o He\< \ rt; •••it: oJTic-o, initialed GJS-VP, date' April 

17, 1S*4. 

I.iici* . t 1 • •■•ire to htutc a nrt-.br lb .1 on fundny, i-nrch £3* 
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dt-i , -axon lid, v.hcn Inform ;ot -rs;:or tod # by tcslithflne, to the 

dux e. u oi.ice, he w:. s a 'vise of tbic. a xpeoteO maoting at Lynn an-.’ 7-«a 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

! RECORDED AND INDEXED; 


COPIES or THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 

Bu uv ;* '.’,'u nMr.Pt.OB, d ; 

ihar; tut City Jilioo, 2 ; 

doe ton Of: ire, — *- 


•UREAU OF INVESTIGATION I CHECKED OFF: 


DEPARTMENT OP JUBnCS . 
ROUTED TOi 1 FTtjE 





"""(b* 'b+Li l. 


inatru .Uv to cover t) o g;Uie. Pn Sunday, Surch 30th f Irfor: k 

▼i cited listers 1 Hall, Andrews street, i.y no, ^ass. On the sti \ 
floor In froDt of the building there was written on a blackboard 
! the 1 nscrlvt ion i * Italian aeoting - Carlo iresca - Second Floor**. 

- Thin m ec t i r.g wc* held in -asters’ Hall, Andrews 8treot, Iyr,D, on 
the thlr floor, countin'- th * str^ei entrance ns the firat floor. 


The meeting wcp eche'ulod to Occur at £.30 p.m., hut did not Start I 
| until nearly 2 r.:a. Informant nont Into the hall and found j 

circnl'i'u lei. ; . ii. w mooting, one of wbic’.' lo sttycbed, Aa i 

i 

tboru vrer-- only j .bo;:t 2£ to 40 peroone in the hall when Informant 
y first went in, nn-i ao no epealring was going on, Informant went out 
; end later returned with a friend, an Armen iun, who understands 

Italian slightly. T T pon returning to the hall there was an Italian ! 

poriion ;; pc-:j k 1 1 f» n..me unknown to Informant, who any describe! as ' 
follcwa: ..bout SO to Si yo;.rc of age, about 1 * 7 " in hGir.it, weight j 


about lfci> round «, bald -heap er. ho wta followed by Carlo Treoca, 

| 

who epoite until ely in Italian. Treecu may be described ub follows;! 

«. bout 40 yobib of no, about CS" In height, weight about 1EQ j 

pounds, wjore Wrdyic beard i.rd, Infcraant belicvec, wore £la4cee f j - 
although not positive of the latter. Sitting on the platform with } 
those two spoAirare was One P2\ZZ y; 0 r C, a resident of lynn, i*ao ; ?.j, 
knovvn to Ir.for.-: -<;«t ;>e being prominent in the activities of th^ * 
Workers I^rty. In^ormont, not underetanHnr Italian, had to rely 



upon art Araonl-.ir inloimant who understood it slightly, and also ha<! 
to- -rejy upon information eeoured from one A. EOtftlflC, *ho bee 
attended previous meetings of the florkere Party* a nd uho was present 
at this meeting. Through these informants the writer was advised 





that >reaca epoko on t-'O 9.1b j<s c: : of free speech, assistance to 
political prisoners, 0 f po s 1 t 1 0 n to fascist! severest, uni float ion J 
of wortsre, and control of povorntient by the workers# j 

ii-i vie,--- or V,. ■ Diet i--h.it au<3 other Italians Tvho have; 

be nr- ic live in ». ->0 ’Vori.oro 1 rty were present at this meeting, and • 
in vlov» of in formation Iron informants that froeca spoke in favor j 


of control of everyth i.>r workers, mrorsant was xea ro ooiiero, 
by reason of this, th:.t it *t\'u agitation on behalf of the Workers 
Party, altbou*,*. . of oov-r^c, I vf mount has no information that 


l rosea it ;* rtioi w-a’ cr' that orf an i station. 
C LOSiiij *■ 





nerman . 


Instruction 

THIS CASE ORIGINATE! 


Special A£ . n- nerman. 1. 

g JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY 


REPORT MADE AT; 

DATE WHEN MADE; PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 

REPORT MADE »Y; 

Bos von, *- A ass. 

.V:-r/S8/l924. ^.;r/£C/l9^4- 

William J. ’.Vest# 

TTTL* AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 



C.jR.lC AJRuSCL, , 

: Bos 92, Station D, 

r : Alien anarchist 


: York City. 

: activities. 


FACTS DEVELOPED; 

- / 3 j>3 

Reference is had to report of InformantJJ|H this office, 
made ^pril 9, 1924, reporting a meeting addressed by CARLO TRRSCA , 
at ^asters' da 11, lynn, ^ass., on Sunday, Larch 30, 1924- Pursuant 
to aug£ option container in letter from the Lev; Yori£ City office of 
the bureau, fitted April 17, 1924, initialed GJS-VL, inquiries v? ere 
^maee at Lynn on the 22d instant to ascertain (1) whether such a meet- 
ing was held, (2) WlS addressed by ^arlo Tresca and (5) whether it was 
conducted by an Italian i?e eratioc of the iiurhers P^rty# 

Under 3 i'i + ?blc "'retort, it was ascertained that CARLO 
TRBSCA did address an Italian meeting at Lasters* Hair, o4 Andrew 
street, Lyn. , **ass. # on the afternoon of Sunday, Larch 30, 1924, with- 
out an.Qu.ce : nt of it being hoi by any particular organization* 
Inters' ilall is in a building at 34 Andrew street, that 
city, owned occupied in part by Pasters 1 Local ito.l of the United 

Oboe formers of America. The hall was let by Ur. Sy^l^ht of that 


Boston file ^101/508. 


union for the hours of one to six 
p.iiu, to a an bor of the union, one 
lUNlili PALOri... who specified no 
Organization. ^ JDAUIAA PaLOxTA, wh 


jtmnm 

np bor of the union, one 1 f i .*'! ** 1 

. * ■ -«* 


I 



• OF this a o " o ft nxm u mtzD rrx gu TQQ. U , V/a8h i ng t O D , B* X • C V %% 

Boston, 2. ^ 



— fi i iua 3. 


4/ -2/1924 . 


„t 6 U.ockV 




street, Lynn, is employed at' Cruise and 




Sul' Iran ifcoe Manufactory, Central Square, Lynn, i^ass., and refer- 
red to the meeting as a "labor and political meeting", but the 
shoe 'union Leer.; cothi r of the meeting other than that it was an 
"Italian meeting". 'four agent was informed tb**t the meeting was 
held under the auspices of the so-called Lynn Italian Amateur 
Dramatic Club, which has an office at Hoorn 8, No. 90 Market street, 
that city. 

There is no report in the files of this office show- 
ing :_je..iber of L .LIhL P^LOiTL in the Loners 1 -tarty, but there as 
a report of him being an alleged anarchist. Under date of August . 
10, 1920, Agent .7. L, Hill, submitted a report concerning him. *. 

.*t that time -u*- reside 5 *t 41 Valley bAvrnuc, Lynn, v?as an alien, 
hud been in the Unite: elates twenty years, and did not desire to 
become a citizen. It was then reported that he was 35 years of 
age .no father of four children. His name at that time appeared 
on a lie t belonging to LUDOVICO CAUILIA, an anarchist of Newark, 
Low Jersey. At. *ho Tre^^nt time bis ns me does not appear on the 
voting list of Tynn, the inference being that he is still an alien. 
In a supple r.ent-ry report submitte" by Informant 3-211, herewith, 
his description of the person on page two accords with that of 
PLLCTIU. V g - 

r 'sMiri: t-UC, referred to by Informant^U^us one of 

the. speakers at the Treses meeting, has been the subject of reports 
to this office concerning activities of the Workers* Party. His 
true, name is FHAI'K UAL 50. He resides at 30 High street, Iynn, 


I 


V - 



4/22/1924 




i S ^ S iiO C 

circles i 


— V,' C IT il C T ; \y o . c u . ■ u 'o i. c U , 
a that t rat’s. a.o is 
’.'bile the writer bus 


nt 1 has been active in r^iical 

i 

not a registered voter in that city^ 
ilwiya regarded T?*3SCA as an ! 


anarchist, or ■_ n ^nar cho-com nunist, yet -js pointed out in a report 
sub*7iitte' in his c._ce under date of kay £>, 1922, copy of which w^s ] 
transmitted to the new York office, TAES'JA has spoken at meetings 
regarded as communist organization gatherings. It meetings of | 
the v.'orkers* Ic fence Conference of Ugw England, a communist party' 
org ti niz^ti .. n, ho sue ig in Los ton on January 23, 1922, with Joseph 
Coldueln . nd I. f. Cosgrove; on June 19, 1920, at boston addressed ■ 
a gather in with Cosgrove c.nd Elizabeth Gurley Ely nn; on April 4, ! 

1920, at .casters 1 Bull, Lyn:i, addressed the same organization with ; 
Elizabeth Curley Ely no, and on April 24, 1921, at Boston, spo_:e 
before a meeting of the rime body. In July of 1922, a number of t 

members of the Bo.-t ihoo 'for Jeers* Union at Brockton, ^ass., ■ 

broke away from the E.E. organization and attempted to form a 
One Big Union organization, by calling a strike which lasted for 
several months., lD* on Vo occasions there Yresca spoke, with com- 1 
iunists ...or.bcn: of the I.f'.U., urging the formation of One Big, 

Union. fhese insivnces _ro cite merely to indicate that in this; 
district i:e h s not confined himself wholly to anarchist meetings, ! 

igain, whija nothin? has been learned that would he evidence of the 

conduct of the meeting in question by the Workers Party, it i s 
thou- jt ad vi sl bio to poi t out that conditions in the shoe industry 
In xynn are -net in goer order and reports are to’: the .effect that a 
decidedly communistic element, much in the minority,^ 6 attempting' 




OFFICE of 

Special Agent in Charge { 


Srjjartmrnt of 

Hurfou of 3wn*fitt0alum 

15 PARK ROW, I4TH FLOOR 

New York, N. Y. 


Telephone Barclay 8 ICO 
Post Office Box 241 
City Hall Station 


/<^0§h: • 


Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C, 


November 13th, 1924 


In re i P, 3. vs, CARLO 
^ TRSSCA ; 

N.Y.FILE #61-71 



/3 


3^. 


Dear Sir;- 





1 have just been informed that Judge canton sitting ► 
in the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals on the 10th instant denied t.< 
the appeal made by Carlo Tresca on December 10th, 1923, ■ 


It will be recalled that Tresca was found guilty in 
the Federal Court, Southern District of New York, on November 27, 
1923 of violating Section 211 of the U. S. Criminal Code and was 
on December 6th, 1923 sentenced by Judge Goddard to serve one year 
and one day’s imprisonment at Atlanta Penitentiary, 

It is not known at this time what further action 




Instrmlj 

This case; orisimated at 




•dv.u 


J . 3 r ennan 


in C" jo , - 


REPORT MADE AT 

Joy ; York w i ty 

TirU: 


RJ: CARLO JUJOR : 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


WHEN MADE. 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE; REPORT MADE ST 


11 / 25 /24 


11 / 25/2 4 


PUL- Pa T tiUrvA 


CHARACTER OP CASE: 

Viol .Section 


11^ U.J.C.C. o en d- 
inj obscene literature through 
the Mails. 


/ 


ife 


/~ 33 \) 

e 1 - 71 . 


Subject, CARLO JRJJCA, to go to Atlanta 
- on i tertiary to serve a sentence of one 
year. 

]>eta ils : 

Yhe It'.l Jo 1st pager, "II Lavatore" (2 he 'VorkorJ in its issue of 
Lovoi.oer 22 v.*j, l'.M, published the following article; 


”JRJ.lC a • Ii.1 ili/J JO JO TO JAIL" 

C .MO YRwJA has to go to jail for a ye^r for hav- 
ing i-V j 1 1 o ! i eel 3 o.ii : a iv or t i s .? :i out 3 v;h 1 ch were hel d 
i 1 1 e g.l . ^ he •« h o 1 j trial, i « c vever , v/as i.ne of the 

usu 1 "fru'.ny-un" affairs against a fighter for the 
gr o let: \r ion e;m r. c l _ J - . JI . .. JO A t i 1 1 s tc rt his 

Sorter .:e uo.:t iuesi;.-.. . 

Vrff l - .i ' 1 j J • 



APPROVED AND 
PONWAftDCO; 

ar Spcciai. Antirr 

^Hrf«HA«eE 

DO NOT WRITE IN THE! 

IE SPACES 

RECORDED and INDEXED 

?S 'M* 

WMM1MQTOM 

.‘U J 

I 



CMBWCDOFFi 

DEC l 7 !9»4 

JACKETED: 

i 

V 



THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


Axuany tile 61-9 


DATE WHIN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE [ REPORT MADE BY 


Albany, 5. Y. 1)80, 2/24 ' Deo ,2 /24 


Kelson Boyd, 


IN KS: V. TRECCA, Troy, K. Y. 


Official Collector , Sub sc rip - 

t j n f B ' & * I ' ta ^ ian 


' /X 7 o 

No violation of above Aot epparent. Closed, 


DETAILS: 


f At Albany, N, Y. ) 


Reference is made to all previous repa ts in this 
matter, and as there appears to he no violation of any Federal 
Statute that subject is guilty of, this matter will he considered 
closed, unless otherwise advised. 




In jo uctiunt 

HIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


PEHIOD FOR WHICH MADE: MADE I 


I 12 /6/24 


C ARLO TR^JCA; 


Viol .Dec. 211 ,U3CC« U ailing 
obscene literature. 


ITew York File /6I-71. 


Ap 08 o 2 of subject denied from the conviction for 
violating oectiou 211 of the Criminal Code. 


Reference is mue to .*■ rent's report of Roveniber 25th, 1924, on the 
aeove entitled cat ter, 

Agent vis r:-js to auv^se that the Circuit Court of Appeals , Southern 
District of Rev; York, has just denied the appeal of Defendant, CARLO T?.2JCA, from 
the conviction for violation of faction 211 of the Criminal Code, v/hich ?;as the 
subject of forcer re nor to. 


uLO ^jD . 


- 


DO NOT WAIT* IN THE** STACKS 


/• . RECORDED AND INDEXED: 

Ch /33^-^Lol DLC > 

BUREAU or INVESTIGATION / CHECKED OTT: 

DEC 9 - 1924 A.M. 


copies or THIS retort turn iemed to. 

V/as hin* ton (3W 
Sw; York ll) 



Instructions 

This case originated at 


'it in J?iaiv * Jdwara 


T H -S 


USPOUT MADE AT 

r e ,v Yorlc Jity 

TITLE: 


Iff R2: 


DATE WHEN MAOE 

.'3J. 25 /l5 

lADT.O J MiJ.l: 


EtHIOD FOR WHICH MADE NIFORT MADE IY 


?eo_._2:-/25 


•J:U3L5 3 J* 3 3ULLY 


CHARACTER OF CASE: 

7i0l* 3ec. 211 U.S.C.O.- 
2£ailing obscene literature 


SYNOPSIS or FACTS: 


li.Y.lIIX ->61-71 


?or.varded copies of correspondence concerning 
efforts on behalf of Depart -rent of Lao or to 
secure information that would tend to show that 
DARLC TRaJJA can be classified as an anarchist 
and possibly a subject for deportation. 


DDTAILi : 




Referring to tne conviction of the above named individual who is 
nov; serving a term, of imprison -ent, 1 am attaching copies of correspondence from the 
Department of Lnoor, v. iic-i Department has been engaged in malting an investigation to 
determine whether ;.i ILO A! > J1A v;as amenable to tne deportation laws. 

It is to be noted that ,’R* R, LV3ID, Jecond Assistant Domras si oner 
at Dills island, rejects that tnis office furnish him with such info irrjati on •' that 
we possess which would ter l to oring JRD 3DA within the anarchistic class as defined 


by la- 

DETAIL*: 


x:::i:a.oD; 



DO NOT WRITE IN THEM SPACES 


#2 


/ 


Dashing ton-3: ■' 
rev; York-2; 


BP 


L i - niS'-X PS' ■ !¥1 


■ UHtAU OF- INVESTIGATION 

FID 21 1325 A- M 


department op justice 


ROUTED TO: 

I a 


2U 


RECORDED ANO INDEXED: 


CHECKED OFF: 

MAR 7 - 19^5 


JACKETED: 


-nr 


7--ma 




(COPY) 


TJ. ;• D3PAH2.I3::? • P IA'3 03 
Immigration Service 


96597/254 


'ebrua ry 21, 1925* 


Hr. 3d»ard J. Jrennan, 

Special l^ent in iharge, 

iureau of Investign tions , 
department of Justice, 

15 Park low, L;ew York, . . Y * 


3ir:- 

leferring to your letter of January 4, 1925 relative 
to Jarlo Jresca, this man is nov; under investigation by the 
district director of Immigration at Atlanta da., who states 
tmt tue evidence nov/ available does not just ify depo rtation 
proceedings, i enclose copy of his letter and the enclosure 
ref erred to. 


.3 tnis ran was under investigation by your department 
I be.; to inquire what, if any, information you iiave that would 
tend to brin . ii i’ -within the anarchistic class. 


d/iYl 

dnO. 5209. 


respectfully, 

(Signed) H. UTDi: 
decors! is 3 is tint dormissioner. 





t\ \ c? t asch 

Office of Inspector in Jharge 
licxi /;r :i tion Jo rvice 
District lo 


7To • 11&5/J6 


i-'ederal 31 dg. 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Doir.Tiss ioner of Irvr.i .ration, 

U. 3. Immigration ’ervica, 

Dll is is hni, TT. 

Jaore i3 enclosed herewith a copy of a statement 
male by Dario Jresca, now serving a sentence in the federal 
Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia. '?ho evidence now available 
does not justify nis deportation and your particular 
attention is invited to his statement that as was publishing 
articles a;*ai:r. t the Italian Monarchy which made formal 
representations to the State Department. ° lease cause an 
investigation to be made with the view of obtaining evidence 
vvhicji will bring this alien within the anarchistic class and 
thus enable r, .e to o ri n, . about his deportation. 

Oigned- :i» A. Coyhendall 

District Director. 


dopies : YC 


* 


‘j.er , v l. joy 
of* TnSoocto • in 3 ha rge 
•‘i:;r i tion - rvice 

District 15 


Federal 3ldg. 
Atlanta, So* 
February 10, 1925. 


Preliminary invest 1. it ion into the status of 3AYL0 ?Tij3A» subject 
of lu-A,, , dirviti’* a sontinoo 1 year and 1 day in the ’ederal 
Pen i ton i i lry , Atlanta, i;cvr;ia, for ; !a il inf; Uon-Ma liable Matter. 
T.iurt term sent enoo expires October a7, 1925. Alien sworn. 


your name? ‘ 
2 re jOJ born; 


larlo Tre3ca 

Solttona, Province of Abruzzi, Italy. 


Of ni'it race are yc u Y A* 3uu t h Italian. 

Of v.'-iit country are you a subject? .**• Italy. 

Hive you ever necorre a naturalised U* 3. citizen? A. No. 

On what date did you last enter the United Itates? l. About 
August ISO 4, on a ’reach ship from Havre to Hew York. I was a 
second, class pas sender, I think. 

*"ere you inspected and admitted, by immigration officials? A. Yes, 

Ire you married or single? A* Harried. 

' /ha t • s o j r v.i :’e ’ s tv.yre and address? A» He lga , 504 3 • 1 4t h Street, 

Kw York Jity. 

Have you any children*; 1. Daughter, Beatrice 17, born in Philadelphia, 
no .v 1 ! v 1 n ; wi la my v; i f e . 

'."acre ..as your wi r e uom? A* In Italy. 

If ordered deported are you able to take your family v/ith you? A, Yes, 
‘7a at relatives iave you in the United 3tates? A* Brother, Ur. 3. Tresca, 
1 j 9dt.i Btroot, *e.. v ork Bity, ?resca, 504 3. 14th street, I Tew 
York; lister, ; rs. A. Oe Pamphilis, 5. tn street .and 2nd Avenue, IT. Y.City 
..'hat relatives have you in Italy? A. Mother, ‘'ilomena, living in 


an inspector in one 


I a- ii rose her mail to him. I don't know her street address; Brother 
Arnalil livl::.; ii e; Brother, I.elio in Yenice. 

'That is your occupation? A. 3ditor of "II Hartello." 

’ere you jvor a public chary a? A. !Io. 

'ere ;uu ever .arrested ocfoie? A* I was arrested in Mew York City 
in 191 d, and publishing nun-m.iilable matter and fined j50. 

„ r ay are you no., confi ied in this penitentiary? A. ?he Italian Govern- 
ment compaai nei to the tate Department were t-.at I was publishing 
articles i ;ni n ;l the Itralian Monarchy and t.ie ’t.ate Department complained 
to the department of Justice and I was arrested on August 14, 1925, and 
the .-.arrant staged that I published an article entitled "Down with the 
Monarchy". Then they found it was not easy to commit me on that crime 
and they indicted me for distri outing books on birth control and also 
publishing an advertisement on birth control and I ..as convicted on the 
last Chary e. 

’.here were you living at the time of your arrest? A* 511 C. 154 3t. , 

Me .v York Jity. 

DJfere were you s 'ntoncodv A. In New York City in October, 1925, and 
I apoe-ilod and the sentence was af'irmed. 

.hat sentence did you receive? A* 1 year and 1 day. 

Are you -afflicted with any disease or disability? A* No. 

Have you a passport? 1. I had one but I don’t think I have it now. 

Signed- Chas. L* Uaselc , 

PY-3P] Immigrant inspector 


i 


office; of director 


gepaptmcnt of % usiico 

Burrau of f narstigntinn 

IDoshmfitan, g. & March 14, 1925. 


AM.: '.OR IT pin.: FUR GOLOi. X SC1TCV, K. 


I am attaching hereto for your infomaticn a copy 
of a letter which I have received from Mr. r'raicis Ralston 
'Je lsh relative to the case of Carlo i'resca. Mr* Welsh is a 
man, I understand, of independent means in Philadelphia and 
has for many years ixtte rested himself in the enforcement of 
law and order. 

I thoug./t that you would be interested in the 
comments of Mr. Welsh. X have merely replied to him, telling 
him that as there is but one Carlo Jresca, it was he who se 
sentence v/as recently conrnuted. 

Kindly return the copy of the letter to me after 
you have read it. 


Very truly yours. 




(jL_> 


• r. 



C 0 P _Y 

FFLiUICIS HI. IST01I WELSH 
20 South 15th St*, 

Philadelphia, Pa. Harch 12, 1925. 


JVC. Hoover, -on., 
c/o Bureau of Investigtt i on. 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Kr. Hoover: 

There is a clipping lying on r^v desk v/hich, under date of 
February 16th, states that the President had granted a commit at ion of 
senterce to com .ence &ay 17th to Carlo Tresca, publisher of an Italian 
nev/spajxsr in v; York City, vho had been sentenced for advertising a 
birth control book in his paper. Ib this the anarchist and I.V/.7/* 
agitator Carlo Tresca, the intimate friend of Elizabeth GurlQ/' llynn? 

X did not know that he had been jailed. Do you k no 7; if anyone promi- 
nent in Washington interested himself in 'fresco 1 release and, if so, 
who it was? I rill regard v/hat you say as entirely confidential. If 
Tresca v/ns in jail, he should have been left there on general princi- 
ples* it is most distressing to have professional traitors escape the 
penalty lor their crimes on technicalities and tnen be released, when 
tne.y do get into jail, for reasons v/nich take no consi derat ion of the 
general character or the purposes of these criminals. Such cases 'were 
tne release of Debs and the X.5*S. Sacramento crov/d* 



Keep your .eyes open for Bo rah’- s connection with the Communists. 
It is there and the only question is one of degree. One fairly prominent 
Coj.uouni st takes it very seriously. 

Sincerely, 

F.Zl. Welsh 


?, J. If you cone to Philadelphia v/ould like to see you. I am about 100 
yards from Broad 3t. Station of Penna. II.:;. 





DOMENICA 30 MARZO 1024 

alle ore 2.30 P. M. 

alia laster hall 34 Andrew street, Lynn, 


;] no'i, v?f» 


* *• V. 


CARLO TRESCA gSPBl? 


Una’ una coulVren/.a dal tema: 








5013!) 


cuirv 


April a, i&ss# 


ilr nr ratio 2* J# ;i*:inirvj t 
wcsict. -t f^cretsry ox Labor t 
:>.c, 

Giri 


aecoipl io crtoiotrlod^ed of your c&i-AiaioiUoa of April 
LilvlBirc t.4t til*) Po of Labor lo oontei$l&tt ng deport 

ticra roeoo * . .f^s fi/v.Jrnt on© CAHLO EjQSOOa fi^rviruT A ©ant** 
at the Po<?eri,l Penitentiary, Atlanta, Ca, Jhis lot tor tor© *n 

file a v^bcr s:»;sw/tcr.. 

> 

In ^our oo'i-UiiXc. -tirM there IE t»* wu the quotation <tf* &3 
extract Itcu a lottir roc fired from tUo Die tric> »i>*«ctor 0 / 
lanlcr.-ticn, or ..tin -tu, fcu which otatoo la enbotunoa tao* 
ic' advised Wut ibr-U: t.Q years of IS 15 uni li 20 CAHLO TTIES'Ji . v 
r.i a nenber ox t ;■:? ist Labor Party* nw? a rasmbor of fck, 

I’nicn of due U-\ '.'cr>c?rs in Cfciouiro* ind wst# run out of 'Ae. ternary* 
tonn» tv the priicr-, for . in u cUvitloc in fo»:.tin£ a Btril^b uni 
licti i' i.oro# In cc^Ala'Uto year ronuost for any - f 

U$n available lc th'O fUos t* thi a Department, or of the Snr**m 
tf ilnroctl^aUK, cube turtlut Inc tl-o ubovo allo^ticas, a Search 
of 1 ; the files bo-c nude bat no iufprn&tlon taa boen foustA 

ante tt:_ Hu tint, i-;^* cf tikoso throe allegations. X ua advloi^V^r, 

<n (February 1?;:% t>-o oolioo cf ffuterbuxy, Conn, refused to. jv 1 ^ 
r*A zasne* to e/r««3e in 7.r.torbar7| but no info mat ion 
* Uoj."ti)v; nonit prail-jlp by tnie ■ *>lien In either tiio Coesawils’t 

Lu.. Tt.. ... _• • . _ 

py or mu wj. u wj. .»a *ua nurKpmt 


U30d tS jv'A.- , 

is arailfciiW’ 
snanisi 




Very truly youre. 

For V* Attorney General* 

b. s. Bidgoiy. 


I 



Qhief >tt©moy« 
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April l, 1925. 


The Honorable, 

The Attorney General 9 • ■ . , v 

7/ashington, D. C. ■ * 

I$y dear Hr. Attorney Generali 

This Department has the honor to inform you that it 

is contemplating deportation proceedings against one. Carlo 

( Tresca, ufco is now serving a sentence in the Federal Penitentiary, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 

The following is quoted from a letter received from the 
District Director of Imaigration, Atlanta, Georgia! 

"Another prisoner in the Penitentiary, 
who was an official of the Department of 
Justice and active during the yoara of 1919, 
and 1920, states that he personally Knows 
that during those years Carlo Tresca was a 
member of the Connuniat’s Labor Party; waB 
a member of the Union of Russian Workers in 
Chicago, and was run out of Waterbury, Conn- 
' ^ . ecticut, by the police for his activity in 

l * fomenting a strike and rioting there. He is 

( ' unable to state why Tresca was not arrested 

and deported at that time. He also states 
that Tresca is affiliated with the Committee 
of Forty-eight, composed of senators, congress- 
men, and other prominent people, which may 
explain why his sentence has been commuted* 

As it will be only a short time before this 
alien is released from the Penitentiary, I 
w am forwarding the application for the warrant 

(y of arrest and request that you obtain the 
' records from the Department of Justioo which 
- ti i\*" ~ will support the charge that this alien was 


J223 MS’ 
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afi iated with the Union of Husain *©rs 
anl .tfcer organisations, furnishing , i a 
copy of those records for ny files if you 
find they furnish the basis for the issuance 
of a warrant# Please give this case iromediate 
consideration# 

Will you please furnish as soon as possible *ocii info 


tion as you may have concerning the alien? 

I am. Sir, with great respect* 


Very sincerely yours, 

«r/ ( f f * 

/4. j. HEinriFG, 
Assistant Secretary* 

1/ 


* 




